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When a member of your program committee honored and terrified me
by asking that I speak to this utterly respectable organization, I inquired
as to whether they had a topic in mind. "They did." What? "Changes."
What changes? "Changes during the life of this venerable institution."
About all that I could think of is that Allen Stokes is not as gray-headed
as Dr. Robert Meriwether had been - or, at least not yet.
Realizing what havoc a talk full of contrasting statistics could play on
the politeness and forbearance which Caroliniana audiences have heretofore demonstrated, I contemplated doing a then-and-now slide show of
South Carolina history - but then panicked at the thought of trying to
manipulate the lights in this room. Then, sheer inspiration came to me:
We would take the crowd on a field trip, a walking tour. We could first
look at an enlarged picture of the old Columbia Opera House at the
corner of Main and Gervais, and then we could all walk up to that site and
behold that things really do change. But that very night I had a horrible
dream - of a summer thunder storm, a real gully washer - and in it a
procession of the drenched, drooping, and bedraggled South Caroliniana
Society plodding downhill in the downpour, toward their scattered automobiles. One vision was clear - the closing lines of an obituary which
ended, " ... and in 1986 he became the only person ever to have been
expelled from the South Caroliniana Society."
So, let's do something more pedantic - no field trip, no siides. Using
. the reservoir of materials in the Caroliniana, let's glance at several
selected moments in the past. Those doing research in the Caroliniana
will feel they have seen it all before; the rest of you will too - but you
may have forgotten. No new academic frontiers will be crossed ....
In so doing, I run the real risk of being labeled superficial by the very
real scholars here; of being charged by the elderly and the nostalgic for
sins of omission; and of being accused by the young of simply having a
hole in my head. To each of these groups - who collectively make up the
human race - I humbly apolog~ze in advance.
For our first effort to put our finger on the pulse of earlier times, let's
go back to Charleston. The day is May 8, 1858. As always, the Holy City
was at its most fetching on that day, for this was spring. Crops were
good, despite a cold snap in April that year, and cotton was selling for
just under eleven cents a pound.
·
The big event in that 1858 week had been a procession - and 19th
century South Carolinians liked no event so much as these galas which
permitted a goodly part of the population to get dressed up and strut in a
straight line before the rest of the populace. And so an impressive
procession had headed up Meeting Street. There were proud and selfconsciqus militia units, resplendent and dashing in their colorful uniforms. Hardly less dashing were the volunteer fire companies, always
rivals, always proud and a bit cocky. The mayor, the aldermen, the
honorary members of the Washington Light Infantry Company, the '76
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Association, the Society of the Cincinnati all rode in the special carriages
provided for them, almost painfully respectable, dignified, and maybe
just a bit stuffy. You will be envious to know that members of our sister
group, the S. C. Historical Society, formed three years earlier, also rated
carriages from which they too could bow - with dignity, I am sure,
unless they had been to one of their sherry parties. The local yokels lined
the route of march.
Their destination: That hauntingly beautiful site, graced by Spanish
moss drooping mournfully, Magnolia Cemetery, near the Cooper.
There at Magnolia a large platform had been built for the occasion.
The invocation was no "God is great, God is good" prayer; the Courier
printed it verbatim - and it ran almost a full column of fine print. (God
must also be patient.) The prayer was followed by an ode delivered by
another minister. The address by William Porcher Miles ran five full
columns in the press, eulogizing Col. William Washington for whom a
monument was being dedicated that day at Magnolia. Such provided the
opportunity for the procession and the oratory on which Carolinians
thrived in 1858.
Alas, the event was marred by too much excitement: the overloaded
speakers' platform collapsed - and killed one lad of twelve who, according to the reporter, had gone under it to hear the speeches better. If 12year olds were eager to hear such speeches, then we have testimony that
times have indeed changed.
What else was happening on May 8, 1858, that might help us sense the
times?
Well, a planter in St. Andrew's Parish would give $20 to anyone who
would catch Victor and return him to the planter. Victor was aged 15.
The Episcopal Convention was meeting in Savannah and was pleased
that Southern Episcopal College, being planned for Sewanee, Tennessee,
would "rival anything in this country in its capacity and usefulness."
On that Saturday in May of 1858, thirteen ships arrived in Charleston,
the mailship from Jacksonville making the run in only 19 hours, and one
ship with a cargo of ice arrived, only nine days out of Boston. Presumably
it went to help Charlestonians keep cool at the Mt. Vernon Ice Cream
Garden on King Street.
People with fifty cents - or twenty-five cents if they were black could see Sanderson's Gigantic Representation of the Late Russian War,
then on exhibit at Institute Hall. Little did they know that soon there
would also be an American war because the Union was to come unstuck
in that same Institute Hall three years later.
Those planning vacations knew they could go elsewhere - take a
steamer to Sullivan's Island, or on Tuesdays take a steamer direct to
Cheraw.
Of course, many Carolinians of 1858 could not afford that, already
having blown $20 on a Havana Lottery ticket. If this depressed them, let
us hope that they managed to save back one dollar so that they could still
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purchase a bottle of something called the Great Liver Invigorator,
guaranteed to prevent nightmares, headaches, cholera, jaundice, fever,
and worms - as well as purify the blood.
Other than the collapse of the platform at Magnolia Cemetery, however, really not very much exciting seemed to have happened in Charleston that day - May 8, 1858. True, the day reflects the patterns, mores,
and concerns of the times. And yet one event did happen that day in
Charleston - not reported in either the Courier or the Mercury - and
yet it is because of that unpublished event we are gathered together here
tonight.
The Caroliniana Library, a major memory bank for scholarship, was
blessed to have seven dedicated founding fathers. Our oldest founding
father was born in Charleston on May 8, 1858, during the week that I
sought to capsule - when the stand collapsed at the cemetery. He was
Yates Snowden, the man who first advocated this South Carolina treasure house. He died four years before this Society had its formal beginning a half century ago.
Thirty-two years after 1858 another infant was born in Allendale, over
in the Savannah River valley. That baby was Robert Lee Meriwether,
destined to be the crucial mover and shaker who made Snowden's dream
come true and who guided the society through its early years. In its half
century the library has had only three directors: Meriwether, Les Inabinett, and now Allen Stokes.
If our birthday party tonight is supposed to acknowledge change, then
let us try to catch a glimpse of two eras that fall within the lifetime of our
seven founding fathers. First, what was South Carolina like in the 1880s,
a century ago when our founders were small boys, averaging in 1880
being 3 years old. What were older Carolinians doing when those seven
were shooting marbles? And then, second, what kind of South Carolina
did they inhabit as adults in the 1930s when they were launching the
South Caroliniana a half century ago?
This is 1986. Flip back a century and usher in January 1, 1886, in what
was described in the press as a balmy day, as springlike as a May
morning. It was quiet here in Columbia, but there was a procession because blacks in those days always celebrated Emancipation Day on
New Year's Day. The procession was led by the Excelsior Band, and the
rear was brought up by the Sons and Daughters of Wesley, all riding in 13
carriages. The police noted it as tamer than usual with fewer arrests. In
sober Columbia-on-the-Congaree that night, the Columbia Division of
the Sons of Temperance reported a big turnout. Presumably they had not
met the night before.
Carolina was like the England described by Charles Dickens - in the
best of times, the worst of times - neat, cultured, pleasant, and orderly
on the one hand; dirty, cruel, poor, and shabby on the other.
South Carolinians of the 1880s tended to be emotional and often
seemed oppressed with death. This was the period of the Cult of the Lost
Cause. One writer in Columbia began his account of a May 10 - Confederate Memorial Day - lugubriously: "Early in the morning committees
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of ladies were engaged in the tender work of this Day of Memory." After
an effusive description of floral decorations and local cemeteries, this
reporter depicted a procession of military units, "headed by a band
playing a dirge," "little children in a body and citizens two abreast in
regular [marching] order" who later in the afternoon marched to the
· cemetery where "The graves were strewn with flowers by little girls
dressed in white." The city bell provided appropriate sound effects: it
tolled for 60 minutes in the morning, and again for 60 minutes in the
afternoon." [1883]
Not too far away from Elmwood Cemetery, then on the city's outskirts,
there was a less immaculate group: the 175 convicts with wheelbarrows,
carts, picks, and shovels enlarging the Columbia Canal, each man averaging removing ten cubic yards of rock and dirt per day. And yet this
group was much much better off than the prisoners leased out to private
contractors where the death rate in 1882 ranged from 10 to 12% per year
- and sometimes higher - described by F. W. Dawson, Charleston
editor, as being "put to death by slow torture ..." In 1886 officials noted
that poor economic conditions had reduced the number rented out and
hence the cost to the state was greater - each inmate costing 22 cents a
day. [In 1985: $9,300 per year]. A century ago 344 prisoners were leased
out to businesses - for example, some to the C.N.&L. railroad for
constructing the bridge across the Broad River; others for phosphate
mining; 302 to work on farms. Of the 985 prisoners then held, 93% were
black.
Perhaps there is overstatement in my suggestion that South Carolinians had an obsession with death, but it lingered somewhere near in
people's minds. Confederate Memorial Day rituals annually reminded
folk that the small state had recently lost 12,922 of its sons - 18.2
percent of those who had worn the Confederate gray. In perusing family
correspondence in the Caroliniana, one is struck by the frequency of
black-bordered stationery marking the prescribed mourning. Nearly all
personal letters of the 1880s begin with a full-page jeremiad reporting
numerous illnesses, complaints, and deaths. After all, Carolinians born
in 1880 had a life expectancy of about 50 years; today that unguaranteed
expectancy is 72. Back then, 23.5% of South Carolina male children and
21.2% of female children died before they reached the age of 5. .
A century ago there was nothing this side of Charleston which we
would recognize as a hospital. The Columbia Hospital would open in the
next decade - in 1893 with 25 beds for white patients only. In 1888 the
town had 12 physicians, whose fees were probably similar to those in
Charleston who charged $2 to $3 for a house visit. The M.D.'s.in Abbeville
. would deliver a baby, curb service, for $10, and those in Society Hill were
adept at pulling teeth but charged an extra $1 if the cowardly patient
insisted on chloroform.
Those who died did not encounter a 20th-century type of funeral
industry. In smaller communities, neighbors and families assumed all
responsibilities. The coffin might be made by neighbors, but increasingly
could be bought from a furniture. store or the country store. Not until the
mid-20th century did funeral homes - preferably with classical South6

ern architectural styles - seek customers by advertisements which
stressed - and I quote - "characteristic Southern warmth and beauty"
or claimed to provide (and I quote again) "dignity and stately grace
typical of the 'Old South'." People of the 1880s, however, still had to
furnish both the deaths and the dignity.
Shocking is the fact that so many still managed to die when they could
buy the wonder drugs that crowded newspaper ads-'- like Brown's Iron
Bitters, which allegedly cured over 20 listed ailments. Also amazing is it
that some people of the times were not unusually bright; after all, they
had access to a concoction called Gibson's Brain Tranquilizer, which
cured fits, convulsions, and brain excitement, or as Gibson promised, "It
tranquilizes the brain .... It restores the mind, tones up the brain,
invigorates digestion, and [brings] general health." Just think what a TV
commercial could have done with that one! At the high price of $2 a
bottle, it was truly a bargain. It may even explain why at the opening of
the decade, S. C. College set a new enrollment record - 213 students,
presumably with toned up brains.
Obviously, the most earth-shaking event of the decade was the
Charleston earthquake of 1886 - although the number of casualties in it
was small by comparison to the number who died in the two hurricanes
seven years later.
But education also was not in the best of health in the 1880s. Columbia,
for example, started its graded school system in 1883 with seven grades
- but for a tuition of $2.50 a month scholars could go on to grades 8, 9,
and 10.
One hundred years ago this year, the school term in the state averaged
31h months and teachers earned an average of about $25 for each of those
months. The revenue for education came from a two-mill property tax
and from the poll tax. The prevalence of one-room schools is easily
spotted: there were 3,183 schools in 1882 but only 3,413 teachers for them.
Spartanburg County, for example, had 188 schools; York had 137. A
century ago tonight, when our average founding father was nine years
old, of the 2,858 schools in the state, only 30 of them had brick buildings,
while 956 were still made of logs. In 1880, 22% of adult white South
Carolinians were totally illiterate and 78.5% of blacks were.
In the 1880s, governors finally began to occupy regularly the governor's mansion. "Mansion" may have been a misnomer: It contained 8
fireplaces, 3 wood stoves, 3 kettles, 3 tin pans, one tin bath tub, and one
governor. In 1887 it had one of the first telephones in town, and seven
years later it got electricity. Even if it was not elegant, one observer
found compensation in it because from Arsenal Hill one could get "a
picturesque view of the Broad and Saluda Rivers for many miles."
A governor enjoying that distant view from his perch would have been ·
surveying farmland because this was overwhelmingly an afficultural
state. In 1886, farmers planted 1,630,856 acres in cotton - 15 ~ times as
much as in 1984. The number of farms then was 94,000; in 1985, only
27,500. With over-production, farm prices kept declining in the 1880s. In
the Caroliniana, one finds poignant letters from farmers - veritable
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lamentations - that reflect operations at a loss, with the frequently
repeated cry, "I am being pushed to the wall." In addition to economic
frustration, the farm family had few amenities: no mechanized equipment, no electricity, no running water, no indoor plumbing, no mail
delivery, and not even a VCR.
What can one sense about mores and life-styles of the decade a century
ago? Your Caroliniana Library exudes primarily a portrait of the middle
class - a group that often appears a bit prim, governed by definite rules
of respectability and decorum. Dignity and conformity shine out in the
letters of these Victorian folk.
One reading family correspondence often feels like a rude intruder.
Often such letters reveal more feelings than they do hard facts. Many of
us of the 1980s, though, can relate to a patriarch of the 1880s who is
pouring out his soul over an undependable blacksheep in a worthwhile
family, or a mother's tearful letter of concern for an alcoholic son. They
always seemed to be writing about health, or justifying their vacations
to mineral springs as essential to regain health - even to pay such
expenses as John Leaphart reported from Glenn Springs, "I go to the
spring every morning and drink a quart of mineral water before breakfast." Incidentally, he did survive.
Middle class concerns and values show vividly in the correspondence
between families and students off at school. (Today such concerns could
be studied by a researcher only if he could eavesdrop on all those long
distance calls that are made collect.) Fathers of the 1880s spent their
space admonishing, threatening, and preaching to Junior. Fitz William
McMaster penned a steady stream of moral lessons, reminding one son,
"Character is a bundle of habits - and if each habit is perfect, the
character is·perfect." His children did well to avoid schizophrenia: The
father kept up a steady barrage urging sons to work harder, not to be
satisfied to be third in their class, and always to "build character" and to
be a "true man." While he was demanding harder work and higher
grades, Mrs. Fitz William was writing to urge more sleep and rest and
not to "work yourself to death." Like so many mothers of the time, this
staunch Presbyterian repeatedly reminded them to read scripture daily
and to remember "what a terrible thing sin is - it despoils youth of its
beauty - steals health from the vigorous, blasts the happiness of its
victim . .. [and] throws gloom and sadness in a mother's breast."
Children's letters from school are not like the phone calls you get.
Rather they said: "Send my shoes by express" and also send "goobers for
a snack and some ginger cake from the country store." Admonitions to
them from home were blunt: "Keep warm, dry feet!" or "Pack your trunk
early." At commencement season, "Remember to wear your gloves,
white silk cravat, and horseshoe handkerchief," and before leaving
school, "Go to see everybody who has been kind to you," for "People
appreciate those things and Lthey] make them think kindly of you. Show.
that you have been well bred."
Today the crisis 61 an offspring at college may center around a bad
transmission in his BMW or her Honda. One of the McMasters at school
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in Fort Mill faced real tragedy when his mother packed his lunch for a
train trip back from Columbia and it had been put off atWinnsboro. The
resourceful young man refused to accept defeat: He telegraphed the
depot agent to put it on the train the next day and presumably the fried
chicken was only a bit colder when it ultimately reached a student who
had never seen a Hardee's.
In that decade Columbians rejoiced: Their population (10,000) now
qualified them for delivery of mail, provided they would number their
houses and have paved or planked sidewalks. Farmers -still had to go
occasionally to the post offices in the crossroads stores, for the experiment with RFD would not come until 1896.
Pride and boosterism were characteristics of the day. The sure sign of
progress was a street railway, proof that a town had entered the urban
age. Columbia took pride in its horse-drawn line launched in 1882, but
would phase out the mules in 1894 and become the first electrified line in
the state. New railroads generated the same excitement; eleven new ones
were chartered in 1885 - but many so enthusiastically chartered never
got built. The loudest hosannahs of joy were reserved for new cotton
mills in that Bourbon era. All such changes brought population shifts
that were reflected in each new census. Greenville became especially
thrilled that in the 1880s it grew by 43% and reached a total of 8,600 - so
many that they then needed 18 saloons in a town that still knew not Bob ·
Jones. In size, Charleston was about the size of Atlanta - both having
about 60,000 souls in 1886, a century ago.
·
Such were some Carolina characteristics of the 1880s - when our
seven founders were busy shooting marbles.
The decade halfa century ago - the 1930s - was also one of the best of
times and one of the worst.
Much of the older South Carolina was still evident in the thirties:
Sunday School picnics, family reunions, college oratorical contests, magnificent green and gold locomotives of the Southern, the daisy chain at
Winthrop, Western Union, and Bleasites. The stationery of state government and of many businesses carried in the lower left corner the proud
logo of .a place called the Iodine State, a logo which the state had
copyrighted in 1928. Radio enthusiasts had long depended on WBT ·
Charlotte to bring them voices out of the air - a poll showed that more
South Carolinians could identify Grady Cole of WBT than could identify
the name of their own governor. They now were weaned away from
Charlotte as WSPA, WIS, WCSC began to flicker through the sputtering
static.
In the Caroliniana collection, researchers can piece together much of
the decade - from correspondence, newspapers, and unpublished dissertations. There, the liveliest reflections on the times are reflected in the
epistles of some old newspapermen who lived in the day when people still
wrote letters just to chat with each other - and sometimes to philosophize, argue, and entertain. Such had gone on for years among W. W. Ball of
the News & Courier, Fitzhugh McMaster (then at the Record), Yates
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Snowden, James A. Hoyt, Jr., and August Kohn. Billy Ball could never convince McMaster of his own views on Prohibi- _
tion, but he never gave up and even used profit motives. After McMaster
in 1930 had reminisced in one letter about having milked cows as a youth,
Ball proclaimed that there was a breed of cows in Berkeley, Charleston,
and Colleton counties which gave corn whiskey and suggested that he
might buy a herd of them, let McMaster milk them, and get Yates
Snowden to drive the milk wagon in Columbia.
The Depression and the subsequent New Deal were the main marks of
the 1930s. The fuse blew out with the stock market crash October 24, 1929
- known in history as "Black Thursday." South Carolina did not even
notice if: here, after all it was "Big Thursday" and Carolina and Clemson
were playing at the State Fairgrounds. Tuesday had been Iodine Day.
Eventually, people became aware, even though there were only two
brokerage firms in Columbia. Citizens nevertheless should have been
braced: The State had predicted it as early as May.
The crisis did not come as a sudden explosion in the state: Scores of
banks had suspended operations since 1921, and between 1929 and 1933
the per capita annual income had been dropping from an already-low
$261 to $151.
· By 1930, people were still keeping a stiff upper lip. Construction began
on the Columbia Hotel. Belk's opened that year. Although Billy Ball was
proclaiming that the world had already "gone to the bow wows," those
less pessimistic than he rejoined in the construction of the Veterans'
Hospital as being the saving grace of 1931. "Buy now" campaigns accompanied plummeting prices, with Kohn's Department Store advertising,
"1930 values at Gay '90's Prices," but the staggering numbers of unemployed were not buying much in 1932. The same gloom marked farming.
By 1932, 100,000 of the state's farms were operated by tenants.
Some sought to cope. The Community Chest spent its funds long before
the end of 1930, and even the Ku Klux Klan was distributing Christmas
baskets that year. The Columbia Woodyard was started as a joint
venture of the Columbia State and the Salvation Army; the City Ice
Company gave free ice to families with illnesses or young babies; Carolina Bakeries gave away thousands of loaves of bread, and the Capital
City Laundry headed a drive for old clothing. Camp Jackson was able to
provide shelter for 1,000 unemployed transients at a time. A Columbia
Record reporter found 100 people living in the city dump, scavenging. By
September 1933, over 200 in the state had died of malnutrition. One big
boom is easy to explain - the tripling of book circulation at the Richland
County Library between 1919 and 1932; after all, reading was free.
Some traditions, however, defied the Depression: the Assembly Ball
was still a December event of major importance at the Jefferson Hotel,
service clubs still noisily banged gongs at 1 p.m. for their gobble, gulp,
and go rituals, and an unorganized literary salon gathered daily at 11
a.m. at Gittman's Bookstore.
When Franklin D. Roosevelt arrived at the White House in 1933, his
largest popular vote had come from South Carolina - 98% - or over
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102,000, with fewer than 2,000 for Herbert Hoover. Most newspapers and
state political leaders endorsed him, especially James F. Byrnes. Soon,
however, Cotton Ed Smith was voicing obvious disaffection, replaying
Reconstruction horror tales as his reaction to an anti-lynching bill in
Congress.
Starting with the banking crisis and the banking holiday that underscored the depth of the problems, the state soon was involved in various
New Deal programs. Within a year there were 21 C.C.C. camps in the
state engaged in pioneer work from which came our present state parks
system.
New Deal programs were foreshadowed by the National Recovery
Administration, "the ultimate of cooperation, patriotism, and recovery,"
as Paul Lofton called it in one of the impressive unpublished dissertations in the Caroliniana. The textile industry drafted what was to be the
model NRA code, guidelines designed to steer that industry toward the
NRA goal of encouraging resumption of production, by ending cutthroat
competition, establishing higher wages and shorter hours - and hopefully thereby creating greater purchasing power that would justify
renewed business activity. The minimum wage prescribed - 30 cents an
hour - brought $12 for a 40-hour week, which meant a 10% pay boost for
textile workers who in 1932 had been averaging $9.Q(i for a 55-hour week.
A big flurry of strikes came in 1934, however, with about half of the
state's textile people involved over a dispute about what workers called
the "stretch-out system." One clash at Honea Path left six strikers killed
and fifteen wounded. The first non-textile business to embrace the NRA
codes was R. L. Bryan Co., which thereby would be authorized to display
a placard and fly the Blue Eagle flag which gave evidence that one was
cooperating with this particular attack on the nation's crisis. By late
summer, with flamboyant hoopla, many communities celebrated new
conversions to the Blue Eagle symbol with what they called "victory
parades" - enough like old-time processions to gratify Carolinians.
Although the NRA was declared unconstitutional in 1935 on grounds
that Congress had delegated its legislative power to code-writers, most
features of the codes were perpetuated by new laws subsequently
adopted by Congress. Maybe the Columbia State was accurate in saying
that the NRA had brought "economic betterment to the country" and
had made employers "humanity conscious."
By the end of the first winter of the New Deal period, 12,000 people in
the Columbia area had obtained work building or repairing county roads,
repairing jails and schools, draining swamps, repairing schoolbooks, and
paving sidewalks. The unemployed later were receiving temporary jobs
from the WPA (Works Progress Administration), whose first laborintensive job was construction of the Styx fish hatchery in Lexington
County. Between 1935 and 1941, 31 % of the total number of families in
Richland County had some member involved in the payrolls of the WP A.
Not all WPA workers were pick-and-shovel people. One WPA force
copied thousands of pages of various documents and records. Another
force sorted and mended both old newspapers and manuscripts in the
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University library, and made the cardboard boxes for storing manuscripts there. This WP A project made the Caroliniana collection grow
as it never had before.
Not to be confused with the WP A was the PW A - the Public Works
Administration - which might be compared to some of the revenuesharing grants of recent memory. Started as part of the NRA, the PW A
sought to prime the pump of economic recovery by unleashing large
funds through huge construction projects. The first one completed hereabouts was the stadium adjacent to the fairgrounds, in which three
weeks later 17,500 gathered - the largest crowd in state history - this
one to witness a Carolina-Clemson game. By 1936 the PWA had constructed three, block-long sheds in the middle of Assembly Street to
house the farmers' market which had long roosted there under the
elements. It also undertook new housing projects - sometimes evoking
loud complaints from realtors and landlords. Some visible footnotes of
the PW A are many of our courthouses, schoolhouses, bridges, hospitals,
and the Intracoastal Waterway. By 1940 construction of the Santee
Cooper had become the largest PWA project in the nation. Clearing the
land for it had been a task for WPA workers housed in 22 camps. Here at
the University the PWA could be seen in dormitories, the McKissick
Library, the World War Memorial, and an indoor swimming pool. Calling the pool a "natatorium" only served to escalate W.W. Ball's fury
about the whole thing.
Farmers were also drastically affected by New Deal programs. Tangible and visible change could be seen in the soil conservation work in a
state where erosion had done more damage than had General Sherman
and where 50% of the land in 14 Piedmont counties was declared
worthless. Much of the soil conservation work soon became invisible,
hidden behind a curtain of kudzu.
Federal projects - especially those that put the unemployed to work
on public property - often evoked carping criticism from the more
fortunate. The Columbia Record deplored such disparagement, charging
that "South Carolina [had] limited its participation to sniping." Billy
Ball waxed eloquent in his tirades on the subject. Knowing that his
sermons would not convince Fitz McMaster, Ball nevertheless energetically held forth in his outpouring of letters. A typical anathema began
thus: "Before I have gone into the subject of this letter, which will expose
my ugly humor, let me say that on the desk by me (the hour is 11:30 p.m.)
is a long mint julep, corn whiskey being the honorable ingredient, and a
cigar is between my remaining teeth; therefore I expect to get calmer
before I get to the end of it." For two pages - short for him - he damned
the University for giving Harry Hopkins an honorary degree. The conclusion: "Having exhausted the julep, smoked the cigar, and exhausted
you, I shall go to bed."
That degree for Hopkins, unfortunately, cost the Carolininana. Ball,
an alumnus, had kept a diary for years. In 1938 when it already contained
2,400 pages of legal size paper, Fitzhugh McMaster tried to get Ball to
agree to leave it to the University. Ball's snappy reply: "It's the last hole
in which I would bury it." By his death in 1952, it ran to 15 volumes, and is
12

now buried in the Duke University manuscript collection.
Even some of the less fortunate and less sophisticated citizens wrote
letters to complain about the New Deal system. Jack Hayes, in a remarkable unpublished dissertation about the New Deal and this state, quoted
one woman on relief who wrote her agency, "Please find out if my
husband is dead, since the man I am living with now can't eat or do
anything until he knows for sure." Another was equally indignant: "I am
very annoyed that you have branded my oldest child as illiterate. It is a
dirty shame and a lie, as I married his father a week before he was born."
Obviously not everything centered around the economy or politics. The
. Big Apple spawned gyrations which soon migrated out of South Carolina. Comparable was another form of calisthenics known as jitterbugging - often frowned on by chaperones who themselves had not yet
become extinct but who had long been an endangered species. Movies
enjoyed a bonanza during the 1930s, being the only cheap entertainment
or vacation that many could afford. "Gone With the Wind" set a new
record when it played for three solid weeks in Columbia, despite the
horrendous $1.10 charged for night showing.
Race relations in the 1930s were unfortunately more like the 1880s
than they were like the 1980s. In the school year 1935-1936 the amount
spent on each white student in the state was $46.73; on each black student
$10.73. In the 1,772 school districts in the state (today there are 92) oneteacher schools still operated - 293 for whites, 1,212 for blacks. Black
spokesmen for change were emerging, especially during the discussions
over federal anti-lynching bills, and in 1939, the state conference of the
NAACP was formed.
By the late 1930s, public confidence had begun to be restored despite
the increasing political sound and fury. Statistics testify that life for
most was less dismal by 1939. Those working had higher wages and often
. better working conditions. One-fourth of the state's population was no
longer tied to relief agencies, as it had been in 1933. Many farmers could
now switch on electric lights when the sun went down; in the earlier
1930s, only 2.5% of the farms had electricity. Federal pump priming $442 million that had been spent in 5 years - was evident in schools,
roads, hospitals, and many libraries.
One very special library emerged in that Depression Decade, undergoing a transformation that was the fulfillment of a campaign instigated
in 1905. That had been the year when Yates Snowden, heretofore on the
staff of the News and Courier, had joined the history department of the
University - or became the history department. Some had predicted
that Snowden would not get the post - since the Methodists and
Baptists felt inadequately represented on the faculty at that time.
The intriguing character from Charleston soon became a campus
tradition and remained so until his death in 1933: As Dan Hollis described him, he was "splendid in his black cape, handsome, witty, charming, brilliant in repartee." He was remembered by students as the
"Reincarnation of the Old South" and by some irreverent ones as the
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"professor of Confederocracy." He built up a huge personal library (now
in the Caroliniana), but it caused him to develop an abiding phobia: He
once wrote a poem entitled "Death to Bookkeepers" - not about accountants but about people who borrowed his books. One tradition was that
annually he sent out invitations to a grand soiree which he gave - for
which the price of admission was the return of a book that had been
borrowed from him - and not returned.
In his first year on the faculty he published an article in the University
Bulletin [Jan. 1906] to deplore the fact that the institution in a century of
service had gathered no documents or manuscripts relating to the history of the state. In good American tradition, the trustees appointed a
committee - and soon the scanty holdings at last had a home together in what was known as "the Caroliniana alcove" in the reading room.
The Society here tonight can trace its ancestry to the 1931 creation of
the "Special Library Committee on Caroliniana" that consisted of seven
members who therefore are the founding fathers: Yates Snowden, who
had preached for it first; Robert L. Meriwether, the primary founder who
· had joined the faculty in 1919 and by 1931 was head of the history
department; Henry C. Davis, professor of English whose father, R.
Means Davis, had preceded Snowden here in history; Edwin L. Green of
the language department; J. Rion McKissick, dean of the School of
Journalism; Samuel M. Derrick, professor of economics; and Robert M.
Kennedy, librarian. Of the seven, only two could be called full-time
historians, but all seven wrote and published about the state to which
they were so devoted. Of the seven, all seven were in Phi Beta Kappa.
Chairman of this key committee in 1931 was Meriwether, and by 1936
the group under his energetic leadership was organizing a society to
undergird their goal. The first organizational meeting - your first socalled "annual meeting" - took place when 56 persons gathered in the
Columbia Hotel in early 1937. They soon had 184 charter members, 83 of
whom were from Columbia.
The speakers at their early annual meetings show how far you have
now degenerated: The first was former Gov. D. C. Heyward. At the
second meeting - at a dinner in the library - their own president,
Milledge L. Bonham, chief justice of the Supreme Court, spoke.
At their third session; Charles A. Beard told the audience how "shamefully negligent of its historical documents and papers" South Carolina
had been - and pithily noted, "No documents, no history; no history,
deep ignorance of the present." This must have pleased Meriwether who
seemed determined to establish a border patrol around the state and
search departing travelers for manuscripts and documents, and also
gratified McKissick who had deplored those whom he labeled "literary
carpetbaggers from outlandish parts."
Two hundred members at the fourth meeting heard Francis P. Gaines,
president of Washington & Lee, compare a specialized collection like the
Caroliniana to a· bank whose resources can build so much. When the
McKissick Library was completed in 1940, the historic old library building became the Carolinian a Library, "the first and only separate Univer14

sity library wholly devoted to the history and literature of its supporting
state."
E. Merton Coulter spoke at the fifth gathering, and the next year the
Society heard Julian P. Boyd, librarian of Princeton University and
noted editor of the Jefferson Papers. He used the occasion to lambaste
W.W. Ball unmercifully for writing that South Carolina had "in some
strange manner ... lost its memory" but according to Boyd, the attractive but angry Charlestonian simply wanted to preserve the past for the
wrong reason - so that he could return to it.
The South Caroliniana Society by then had accepted seriously the
obligation to help in the collection and preservation of records of the
past, aware of the truth of Dr. Meriwether who put a stress on "the
commonplace of daily life - a receipt in some petty business transaction
in the up-country in 1820, a letter from a homesick schoolboy of 1860, a
dilapidated country newspaper of 1890 - for by working over hundreds
of these, latecomers can see the picture" and thus piece together the
whole story. Here at the Caroliniana one can put his finger on the pulse
of the past.
The present society is therefore heir to a significant responsibility to
bolster what has become one of the major treasures of the nation. We
have inherited the obligation which those seven founders accepted, and
hopefully we share their vision. To do so, one has to become historicminded. That comes not from memorizing names and dates, worshipping
ancestors, or even reading history. It comes when one both reads and
reflects about history sufficiently to realize the obvious truth - that the
past, the present, and the future are not three separate entities, like
three different ropes. The fact is that they are all parts - or segments of one single, continuous piece, with no sharp or material break where
one part of the rope ends and another begins. Like long cotton thread or
yarn, it is all held together because short pieces of fiber are twisted
together - and therein lies the strength of the rope. Those thousands of
little pieces are what the South Caroliniana Library contains - and
which, for fifty years, have been the honorable reason for the existence of
this Society.
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REPORT OF GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY BY MEMBERS OF
THE SOCIETY DURING THE PAST YEAR
GASTON, STRAIT, WYLIE, AND BASKIN FAMILIES, 1766-1980
Consisting of one thousand five hundred eleven manuscripts, this
collection is comprised chiefly of family papers relating to the Gaston,
Strait, Wylie, and Baskin families of Chester, Lancaster, and York
counties, particularly the descendants of Peter Wylie (1787-1855) and his
wife, Annie Evans Wylie (1792-1859). Although it includes correspondence and miscellaneous items pertaining to rr any members of this ·
extended family and their social and domestic activities, political interests, and professional pursuits, the collection is most significant for its
documentation of the brief but stormy life of Gilbert Lafayette Strait
(1834-1863), eldest son of Jacob Fox Strait (1808-1890) and Isabella Wylie
Strait (1811-1881).
Lafayette Strait entered Columbia's Arsenal Academy in January
1853. In letters to his parents and other family members, he commented
upon his adjustment to school life, the daily regimen, the rigid military
discipline, attendance at church services (9 January 1853) and a temperance meeting (16 March 1853), plans for the public celebration of
Washington's birthday (15 February 1853), and the participation of
. Arsenal Academy cadets in a battalion muster - "such . a set of
Ragamuffins no white man ever saw as were on that field ... had you
seen us you would without doubt, were it not for our uniform, thought we
were a set of sandhillians, just from the 'larkiln'" (21 November 1853). ·
Having completed one year at Arsenal Academy, Strait entered The
Citadel in January 1854, where early on he registered his general dissatisfaction with the place - "we are not on an equality in respect to
treatment, with yours or any other person's negroes" and described
Charleston as "the nastiest stinkenist triflingest lowest place anywhere
to be found" (7 February 1854). Cadet Strait's ultimate clash with
Citadel military authority, however, is detailed in a letter, 12 July 1854,
revealing a confrontation between cadets of the third class and Assistant
Professor Micah Jenkins in which Lafayette was charged with having
incited fellow students to form an illegal combination to refuse to recite
before Jenkins. This incident led to Strait's expulsion from the military
academy in July 1854. Other letters from this period, written by Strait
and fellow Citadel cadet John D. Wylie, describe fundraising efforts of
the Calhoun Monument Association, an excursion to the Cape Romain
lighthouse and the grave of Osceola (11 June 1852), confrontations
· between Irish Catholics and Protestants in Charleston (19 July 1854 and
10July1855), epidemics of smallpox and yellow fever (6April1853 and 24
August 1854), and the celebration of Christmas in Charleston - "I think
Charleston will be destitute of Whiskey and gun-powder for a century to
come. God only knows how many gallons of the one & pounds of the other
have been consumed in the last three days" (27 December 1854).
Upon leaving The Citadel, Lafayette Strait began the study of medicine privately under uncles Richard Evans Wylie and Alexander Pearson
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Wylie, both of Lancasterville. After completing his medical training at
the University of New York, Strait returned to South Carolina and
practiced in the Rich Hill area of Chester District prior to the Civil War.
In December 1860 he was involved in an "affair of honor" with Maj. T. J.
Dunovant. Four letters, 8-28 December 1860, concern the affair, which
apparently ended without a duel. In early 1861 Strait became actively
involved in the militia and at the outbreak of the war was elected captain
in the Catawba Guards, Company A, Sixth Regiment. He was later
associated with the Palmetto Sharpshooters commanded by Micah
Jenkins, an old adversary from The Citadel, of whom Lafayette wrote "He is beyond the shadow of a shade of doubt the most consumate
combination of favoriteism, vanity, deceit, and everything else save
those traits of character which characterize a gentleman" (19 August
1863). Civil War letters dating from July 1861 through September 1863
provide information on battles and skirmishes, casualties and sickness
in camp, and the urgent need for additional food and supplies. Letters
from family members in South Carolina comment on economic conditions and war prospects.
Seeing no opportunity for promotion as an officer in the line command,
Strait sought advancement as a Confederate medical officer. He passed
the Army Medical Examining Board in January 1863, and his resignation
as captain in the Palmetto Sharpshooters was accepted 19 February
1863. Although he was ordered to report for reassignment on 14 May
1863, Strait requested permission to remain with the Palmetto Sharpshooters as a medical officer. His career as such was not without conflict,
however. A confrontation with Surgeon A. W. Bailey is documented by
several manuscripts, including an official statement, 30May1863, from
Bailey to Surgeon General S. P. Moore suggesting that Strait "ought to
be sent to a new command where he will have strangers to deal with, as
he is too lenient in this regiment to discharge his duties as a Medical
officer should do"; and a letter, 17 August 1863, from Strait to Bailey
retracting his earlier complaints. For all of its controversy Lafayette
Strait's career as a Confederate medical officer was short-lived; he died
18October1863 at the home of his uncle A. P. Wylie in Chester from the
effects of dysentery.
The collection contains a number of letters relating to the secession
movement of the 1850s, a question of particular interest to members of
the Wylie family which was divided over the issue, Richard Evans Wylie
being decidely pro-secession while the remainder of the family was
largely Unionist. A letter of W. J . Baskin, 25 September 1850, discusses
at length the South's reaction to the introduction of California as a free
state and the Compromise of 1850. Letters from other family members
comment on secessionist activity in Lancaster. Writing 8June1851 from
Lancaster, Mary Mobley notes - "This is a very patriotic place ... I have
heard that the Lancasterians are determined if So. Ca. dont cecede from
the union they will cecede from her & if the Yankees wont fight, they will
fight Chester ... you need not be surprized if Chester is invaded, because
they are hungry for Union blood." An undated letter of Susan Wylie
describes a frenzied pro-secession political rally in Lancaster - "it
undoubtedly was more like a corn husking that anything I can compare it
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to ... beast Rhett was cheered forward ... & he went illustrating the
advantage of secession & ... his gaping gang gulped it down and even
applauded him for every puke anecdote he told. I don't think he spoke less
than two hours & a half ... & in the afternoon Chesnut spoke ... & was
highly applauded but in a more genteel manner. Then came Adams
amidst the loud cheering of the hord & the greater part knew no more
than the animals that brought them there."
The collection also includes antebellum land and legal papers; promissory notes, tax receipts, and tax-in-kind estimates; bills of sale for
Negro slaves; estate and guardianship papers; and miscellaneous papers
of Leonard Strait as tax collector of Chester District and Peter Wylie as
judge of ordinary of Chester DistricL Political items of interest include
an anti-nullification cartoon, "The Nullification Column," with accompanying poem, "Nullification Column, As Planned and Reared to its
Present Not FearfulEminence," ca.1832; and an undated election flyer,
"To the People of Chester Dist.," signed by Samuel McAliley. Letters of
Dr. William W. Mobley, who removed to Mississippi after the death of
his wife Mary Wylie Mobley in 1857, provide fine accounts of life in the
old Southwest. Writing 10 September 1859, Mobley advised his South
Carolina relatives - "A man who has a good place in So. Ca. & is well
fixed - ought to stay there. But those who are struggling on poor worn
out hills yet to be paid for - are loosing time not to take advantage while it lasts - of the fresh rich lands of the west."
Postbellum items of interest include the oath of allegiance signed by
Jacob Fox Strait, 31 August 1865; a notice, Dec. [ca. 1865], "To the
Freedmen on the plantation of J. F. Strait," ordering them to remain on
the plantation until further notice; and freedmen's labor contracts, 2
March 1866 and 28 January 1868. Letters, 11 October 1865, of John D.
Wylie note that Lancaster had no Federal garrison yet and that the
freedmen "are behaving much better than we had any reason to expect."
Twentieth century correspondence is addressed chiefly to Rosa Baskin
Strait Guess, whose research files include genealogical notes, notes on
the churches of Chester, Lancaster, and York counties, and biographical
notes on Rock Hill area physicians. Donors: Mrs. Rosa Baskin Strait
Guess, Mr. W. F. Guess, and Mr. & Mrs. Edwin S. James.
NORRIS AND THOMSON FAMILIES, 1816-1977
This collection of one thousand eighty-nine manuscripts documents
the social, domestic, and business activities of two upcountry South
Carolina families in the nineteenth century, primarily through correspondence and business papers of Col. Jesse Ward Norris (1817-1899) and
John White Thomson (1843~1924).
Norris, a lawyer and planter, attended the Pendleton Manual Labor
School, where in 1836 he wrote his parents of his willingness to volunteer
for the Seminole War, explaining that four students had already left
school to do so. In 1839 and 1840 Norris attended the University of
Virginia where he studied law. Among his letters from Virginia is one, 14
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July 1840, describing a walking trip to Natural Bridge. Returning to
South Carolina, Norris clerked in the office of Judge Joseph N. Whitner
and entered private practice in the village of Pickens. After his marriage
to Louisa Lesley, Norris' legal practice frequently took him away from
home. Letters to his wife often refer to legal affairs and business
matters, especially the construction of the · railroad through Pickens
District in the 1850s, and indicate that Norris considered leasing slaves
to the contractor. His letters, like those of other family members, show a
concern with religious affairs and reflect his involvement in the temperance movement. A bound volume, 1851-1863, contains militia records
of Beat No. 2, Second Battalion, Fourth Regiment, South Carolina Militia. Norris enlisted in Confederate service in 1863 as a private in Company A, Eighth Regiment, South Carolina State Troops. Following the
war he removed to a plantation at Varennes near Anderson. A successful
farmer and businessman, Norris was a director of the Bank of Anderson
and a stockholder in the Anderson Cotton Mills, the Anderson Shoe &
Leather Company, and the Pendleton Manufacturing Company. He was
also active in the Grange and the Farmer's Alliance and was appointed ·
postmaster of Varennes in 1870. Jesse W. Norris was married first, in
1853, to Anna Louisa Lesley (b. 1828) of Abbeville District and second, in
1867, to Susan Hannah Simpson (1827-1887) of Anderson County.
Col. Norris' daughter, Martha ("Mattie") Lesley Norris (1854-1926),
married John White Thomson in 1874. Thomson was born at Lee Shoals,
Anderson County, and entered Confederate service in July 1861 as a
private in Company G, Orr's Regiment. Captured 14 July 1863, he remained a prisoner until the close of the war. Two letters document his
prisoner status. The first, 9 November 1863, from Mary E. Wilson,
Georgetown, D. C., concerns clothing sent to Thomson; and the second, 13
December 1863, written by Thomson from Point Lookout, Md., reports on
his health and the well-being of fellow prisoners. Thomson's involvement in the Confederate veterans movement, ca. 1890-1920, is documented through minutes of the Survivors Association of Orr's Regiment
of Rifles and programs, souvenirs, and letters from various Confederate
reunions, including the fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg,
July 1913.
Among the earliest manuscripts in the collection are records relating
to a mercantile establishment operated by James Thomson at Storeville
Post Office, Anderson District. Letters in the 1840s and 1850s from
family members in Alabama, Indiana, Ohio, and Texas include a letter, 4
April 1833, from a cousin in Indiana to James Thomson, expressing
approval of Henry Clay's tariff bill, criticizing the nullifiers, and expressing doubt that South Carolina would secede - "She knows too well
the blessings of the Union which gives protection to the Lives, Liberty,
and Property, of her Citizens to trifle with it." Almost a year later, 14
February 1834, the same cousin, writing from Miami University, Ohio,
admitted that his earlier letter had been written "under the influence of
feelings too high wrought," but advised - "Tyranny under whatever
name it may appe[a]r is sufficiently dangerous, but when it appears
clothed in the garb of Republicanism it is doubly so." A letter, 1 February
1834, from R. S. Gladney, Columbia, solicits Thomson's services as an
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agent for the Southern Christian Herald and notes - "The necessity of
such a publication in our own state, and at this place, the seat of learning
& Legislation, has induced pious & patriotic men to contribute their
money and influence to the establishment of the paper;"
The collection includes an abundance of family correspondence during
the 1840s and 1850s of the Lesley family of Abbeville District as well as
courtship and post-marital letters of Louisa Lesley and Jesse Norris,
including his 24January1853 proposal of marriage. The correspondence
reveals the nature of domestic, social, and economic life in upcountry
South Carolina. Family members were largely engaged in agriculture
and generally worked in the fields beside their few slaves. They planted
cotton but also grew subsistence crops and raised poultry, including
turkeys. Their letters refer to the canning of vegetables and fruits and
the production of wine. Both the Lesley and Norris families were Presbyterian, and church activities were important to them and are frequently mentioned in their letters. One letter, 23September1854, from
Virginia Lesley to Louisa Norris gives an account of a religious revival in
their church. There were many converts, but brother Alpheus Ezekiel
Lesley was not among them, for he was "still overwhelmed in doubt ...
[and] says ... he does not believe that Christ died for him." Alpheus, the
perennial bachelor, commented on his situation in an undated letter "If old bachalordom is to be my fate I will meet it like a man henceforth I
will not give myself much trouble in hunting a wife but will take one if
throwed conveniently in my way." Although politics are rarely mentioned, Jennie Montgomery, in a letter, 16June1856, comments upon the
Brooks-Sumner affair - "The people here [Newberry] blame Brooks, for
his rash act, but at the same time they say Sumner deserved all, and more
than was bestowed upon him." Another interesting political document is
an address, "North and South," delivered in Greenwood by A. M. Reid,
July 1850, advocating South Carolina's secession from the Union.
Postbellum material includes a letter, 19 May 1900, of Ward Thomson,
Abbeville, commenting on his work with the Electric Light & Power
Company and the electrification of Abbeville; letters and school papers,
1869-1871, of Mattie L. Norris as a student at Due West Female College;
and minutes, 1877-1879, of Anderson County Grange No. 71. Donor: Mr.
Jerry Thomson.
LAFAYE ASSOCIATES, INC., PAPERS, 1902-1983
George E. Lafaye, Sr. (1878-1939), a native of New Orleans, came to
Columbia to work for W. B. Smith Whaley, architect and engineer, at the
turn of the century. In 1903, when Whaley closed his office, Lafaye
entered into a partnership with Gadsden E. Shand and they founded
their own architectural and engineering firm. Under various names and
with other partners and associates, most notably brother Robert S.
Lafaye (1892-1972), the busine.ss prospered up to the time of its dissolution in 1983. Lafaye Associates achieved prominence as one of South
Carolina's most successful architectural firms. Through the years it
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provided service in connection with many public and private buildings,
including office and commercial buildings, hospitals and institutions,
school and college facilities, and residences. Among the firm's Columbia
projects were A. C. Flora High School, Spring Valley High School,
Richland Memorial Hospital, Tapp's and Belk's Department Stores,
Richland County Public Library, the Y.M.C.A., St. John's Episcopal
Church, Shandon Presbyterian Church, the War Memorial Building, the
Wade Hampton State Office Building, as well as numerous buildings for
the South Carolina State Hospital, the University of South Carolina, and
. Epworth Orphanage. Projects completed outside of Columbia included
the Aiken Coca-Cola Bottling Plant and Bamberg County Hospital.
The collection is composed of approximately 185 linear feet of records .
consisting of original architectural sketches and drawings, ca. 1903-1983,
for the majority of the projects completed by the firm during its existence; and project files, ca. 1957-1983, composed of specifications, correspondence with clients and contractors, memoranda, photographs of
completed buildings and buildings under construction, and other papers
generated during the completion of a project. The collection also contains a small number of preliminary sketches and artists' rendering!) for
various projects. Donor: Mr. Bond R. Sedberry, Jr.
JOHN GARDINER RICHARDS PAPERS,

1889-1957

Born and reared in Liberty Hill, John Gardiner Richards (1864-1941),
like his father before him, combined a life in farming with public service.
While still a relatively young man, Richards became a member of the
Grange and Farmer's Alliance and a valued supporter and friend of
Benjamin Tillman. Beginning in 1892, Richards served in a variety of
public offices: as a magistrate, 1892-1900; member of the South Carolina
House of Representatives for Kershaw County, 1899-1910; trustee of
Clemson University, 1905-1910; and member of the Railroad Commission, 1910 - ca. 1922. Richards was an unsuccessful candidate for governor in 1910, 1914, and 1918, but won in 1926 on a platform which stressed
fiscal responsibility and tax reform, educational improvement, and the
intent to purge the state's law enforcement agencies of corruption. As
governor, Richards shepherded through the general assembly, against
strong opposition, the state's first bond issue of sixty-five million dollars
to finance the construction of highways. A prominent prohibitionist and
advocate of law and order, Richards also engaged in an intense effort to
halt the spread of gambling and bootlegging and called out the South
Carolina National Guard on several occasions to forestall lynchings. In
February 1927, shortly after his inauguration, Richards made national
news when he announced his intent to have local police enforce strictly
the state's blue laws. Richards cited golf, automobile pleasure driving,
and the sale of ice cream and soft drinks as violations of particular
concern. The act resulted in a storm of controversy and, faced with court
injunctions, the worry of losing valuable tourist business, and an un~avorable press, Governor Richards backed down from his stand on this
lSSUe.
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The collection consists of four linear feet of material, 1889-1957, but
primarily dating between 1926 and 1931 and documenting his campaign
for, and service as, governor. In addition to hundreds of letters received
in response to his stand on the issue of Sunday observance, the collection
contains political congratulatory letters and telegrams, and requests for
jobs in his administration, particularly in the constabulary force. There
is a small amount of family correspondence, 1889-1957, and texts of a
number of Richards' speeches, 1892-1940, including several from his
earlier, unsuccessful gubernatorial campaigns.
Of particular interest in the collection are ten letters, 1901-1909, from
Benjamin Tillman, including 17 January 1905 - "The Dispensary System can not stand much longer unless the administration is improved.
An appointive Board is no better than an elective Board because there
will be suspicion, as under the present system, and while the Governor
may select better men than the Legislature will elect the administration
can not be permanently improved except in the way I have indicated";
and 22 January 1909 - "So far from being injurious it appears that the
burden of work and the necessity of defending myself against Roosevelt
have really brought me into better physical and mental condition."
Other correspondence of note is that of December 1926, with Edgar A.
Brown, regarding Brown's recommendation of a man to serve as a
prohibition agent; November 1929, with John L. McLaurin, concerning
the state warehouse system for cotton; and 1939-1940, relating to Richards' service as chairman of the Tillman Memorial Committee to secure
the erection of the Tillman Memorial on the State House grounds.
Donors: Miss Bettie Richards, Miss Margarette Richards, Mrs.
Morgan Sauls, Sr., Mrs. Chester Francis, Mrs. John Roddey, and
Mrs. John McCaskill.
MOORE FAMILY PAPERS, 1861, 1864
The Moore family papers consist of ninety-three letters written principally by brothers Henry W. Moore (1832-1903) and James Washington
Moore (1837-1912) while serving with the Beaufort District Troop,
Hampton Legion, and later the 2nd South Carolina Cavalry, to sisters
Sabrina Ann and Mary Jane Moore at home in Gillisonville. Henry
finished the war as an assistant surgeon, James as an adjutant. The
earliest letters in the collection were written from Columbia in June 1861
and convey the excitement of the early days of the conflict as state
militia units gathered in the capital for what most of the men felt would
be a brief and glorious military experience. Letters from Virginia describe scouting expeditions, the receipt of packages of food from home,
religious services in camp, and requests for boots and articles of clothing
needed to supplement those received from the Confederate government.
The collection includes several drawings which Henry appended to his
letters to illustrate aspects of camp life and which add to the evocative
power of the letters.
Three letters, December 1861, describe a cavalry skirmish at Pohick
Church, Virginia, and include a manuscript map showing the route of the
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brothers' patrol and points of engagement. It was their first real taste of
combat. Letters from 1864 - shorter, ·less detailed, and written on
inferior paper - convey a different mood than those written earlier. The
ebullient mood of the brothers had been replaced by a more serious and
somber tone. James wrote his mother from Camp Lonesome, Richmond,
on 22 January - "There is a great deal of sameness in our mode of life
now." On 5 February, he related that he was the only dismounted officer
in the regiment, having had two horses shot from under him. Ori 13
February, he lamented that "All the marching and countermarching has
not improved the condition of our regt., which is indeed deplorable."
There was also a greater respect for the enemy, including those forces
composed of black soldiers. A letter of 8 July tells of "a very severe fight
on John's Island yesterday. The enemy's force was composed of negroes
entirely, led by white officers . ... The negroes are said to have fought
desperately, standing up to it, hand to hand with our men."
The final letter in the collection presages the desolation to come.
Henry, near Wilmington, N. C., wrote his brother James, who was convalescing at home, and described the terrain, which had been ravaged by
the excesses of the turpentine industry and fire, as "the most dreary
looking country I ever saw.... No bird, no beast is seen. The frogs are
hushed and the cricket only gives a frightened chirp startled at the
melancholy echo of his lonely voice. It is worse than solitude." Donor:
Dr. Henry W. Moore.
GLENN ALLAN PAPERS,

1923-1964

Two and one-half linear feet of manuscripts document the literary and
journalistic career of Summerville resident Glenn Allan (1899-1955),
whose books, short stories, and sports articles earned him national
attention. Consisting chiefly of manuscripts and typescripts of final
and/or intermediate drafts of his short stories, feature articles, and
verse, this collection also contains typescripts of three unpublished
novels by Allan, "Murder in the Village Beautiful," "The Gentry," and an
untitled novel completed in 1934. Newspaper clippings and magazine
tearsheets provide a representative sample of Allan's published output
as a writer of short fiction, newspaper columnist and editor, film critic,
and versifier. In addition, there are photographs and reviews and notices
of Allan's three published books, OldManoa (1932), Boysi Himself(1946),
and Little Sorrowful (1946). Among the letters are those with his literary
agent Edith Burrows; members of the editorial staffs of Saturday Evening Post, Reader's Digest, The New Yorker, Collier's, Country Gentleman, D. Appleton & Co., and Samuel Curl, Inc.; and such literati as
Dorothy Heyward, Margaret Mitchell, and Herbert Ravenel Sass.
Christened Glennie Heriot Allan, Glenn Allan was born 15 November
1899 in Charleston, the eldest son of James Allan, Jr., and Maria Rees
Heriot Allan. The family removed to Summerville shortly after Glenn's
birth. Young Allan entered The Citadel in 1915 but left in 1917 to join the
army. In 1919 he returned to The Citadel and completed his B.S. degree.
Forced by a chronic respiratory ailment to leave South Carolina in 1922,
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he spent three years in New Mexico working at such odd jobs as taxi
driver and dude wrangler. While living in New Mexico Allan's first
sports articles and short verse appeared in local newspapers, and between 1924and1930 he was associated with the Greenville Piedmont, the
Asheville Citizen, the Atlanta Journal, and the New York Herald Tribune as reporter and sports writer. Literary success came in 1932 with the
publication of his novel Old Manoa, the outgrowth of a series of newspaper articles set in bluegrass Kentucky.
Allan's first short stories were accepted for publication by Country
Gentleman; a letter, 22 June 1934, from editor H. C. Paxton accepts his
story, "Pooh! What's a Collar Bone?," for which the magazine paid $400.
With the encouragement of a few such sales, Allan left the Herald
Tribune and returned to Summerville to continue his efforts as a freelance writer. For a brief period between 1934and1936 he served as editor
of the prestigious horse newspaper Turf and Tanbark, and in 1936 he
joined the editorial staff of The New Yorker. Allan's literary reputation
was secured ill August 1938 with publication of "Mr. Chinnus and the
Plat-Eye," thus beginning a popular and long-running Saturday Evening Post series featuring Mr. Chinnus and other inhabitants of Little
Sorrowful Swamp, characters drawn largely from real inhabitants of the
marshy lowlands near Summerville.
In 1941 the Post introduced Allan's second major character, Boysi, a
manipulating but comic black servant created, as Allan wrote, "out of a
Southerner's exasperation with stories in which the Negro is inevitably a
slap-stick Sambo or a wretched Uncle Tom." Between 1942 and 1945
twenty Glenn Allan stories were published in the Post. Boysi Himself, a
compilation of thirteen stories which had appeared in the Post, was
published in 1946. The Boysi characterization was so successful that
playwright Dorothy Heyward, wife of author Du Bose Heyward, began
work on producing a stage version of the stories. According to a contractual agreement, 24 May 1943, Mrs. Heyward and actress Claiborne
Foster were to collaborate on the project; however, as evidenced by four
letters, 29 June - 4 November 1945, Mrs. Heyward encountered difficulties with the ending and further complications developed in the form of
friction between Dorothy, Claiborne Foster, and Edith Burrows. The
project was never completed.
In 1946 a second collection of Glenn Allan short stories, Little Sorrowful, based on the Mr. Chimmus story series, was released. By the end
of the year Allan's literary reputation seemed well established, but in
fact his luck was on the wane. The editorial staff of the Post complained
increasingly to Edith Burrows of Allan's confused story lines, and they
accepted fewer of his stories for publication. Although he kept writing
and rewriting, new efforts fell short of publishers' demands and renewed
efforts brought more rejections. By 1948, the Post bought but one Glenn
Allan story, and on 5 May 1949 the magazine ran its final Glenn Allan
story, "Too Old to be Useful." A later moment of encouragement came
when Mary Verner Schlaefer and Katherine Macbeth Jones included his
story, "A Name for a Boy" in their 1952 anthology South Carolina in the
Short Story. Donor: Mrs. Grace Allan Hutchinson.
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SARAH PRESSLY WATSON p APERS, 1918-1967
Sarah Pressly Watson (18&5-1959) served as Directrice, 1920-1959, of
the Foyer Internationale des Etudiantes, a hostel for women, French and
foreign-born, studying at the Universite de Paris. Miss Watson, a native
of Ridge Spring, received her baccalaureate degree in 1906 from Hollins
College and a master's degree from Columbia. She taught history at the
Greenville Woman's College and at Coker College, which she left in 1918
to work for the Y.W.C.A in France. Miss Watson was placed in charge of
a home near Tours for French girls, apparently women employed by the
United States Signal Corps. She stayed on in Paris after the war,
attended history lectures at the Sorbonne, and soon accepted the stewardship of a hostel accommodating about forty young women attending
the University. In 1926 a wealthy Detroit native living in Europe, Grace
Whitney Hoff, donated one million dollars to fund and erect a new hostel
for 160 women, which Miss Watson would supervise until her death.
Ninety-three manuscripts, primarily letters to her friend Arabella
Thomas (Mrs. Paul Rogers) of Hartsville, describe her work at the Foyer
and comment upon current events.
Letters written just prior to the Second World War exhibit a keen
interest in foreign affairs, as in the following, 30November1938 - "the
day of reckoning with the 'gangsters' will have to come. The one hope is
for America, Great Britain and France to stick together and defend the
liberty our ancestors fought to achieve for us. It's terrible to see that
forces of evil are (for the moment) in the ascendancy"; and 27 January
1939 - "our present world situation is due in large part to fear, fear for
one's own life, for losing a comfortable manner of living.... We are not
willing to face grave issues, because if we do we may have to face
sacrifice." Miss Watson was determined to remain in Paris, although
many foreign nationals were returning to their homelands, noting 25
April 1939 - "If the worst comes, I know that you will be thinking of us.
We shall stay here. There will be much to do .... The Foyer could be a
hospital. I don't know .... " At the Foyer, rooming arrangements were
altered and the basement turned into an air raid shelter. Miss Watson
had the gas turned off completely, fearing that during an attack she
would be unable to close the valve in time. The Foyer received many
refugees during the early months of the war. By April 1940 the Foyer's
restaurant, designed to serve students throughout the Latin Quarter
where the Foyer was located, was preparing meals for 600 people daily.
By October 1943, it was serving up to 1,400 per day. Paris was taken in
July 1940 and Miss Watson was allowed to cable her family - "Safe and
well in Paris." The Foyer remained open, indeed grew crowded with
students a:rid refugees. Miss Watson's day-to-day worries centered on
finding food for her charges and heating the Foyer during the cold of
winter. There are few letters from the war period, but newspaper clippings allow glimpses into life at the Foyer during that time. Letters
written after the war tell of her many travels throughout Europe, and of
visits by children of family and friends, each of whom would receive a
grand introduction to the charms of Europe from this knowledgeable
and energetic lady. Donor: Mrs. Arabella Thomas Rogers.
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JOSEF HOFMANN PAPERS, 1878-1957
The papers of Josef Hofmann (1877-1957) consist of fifty-six manuscripts, 1878-1957 and undated, and four manuscript volumes,
1907-1911, which document the marriage of this internationally renowned concert pianist to Marie Clarisse Eustis (1866-1956), a native of
New Orleans, whose family was part of Aiken's winter colony. Born in
Krakow, Poland, Josef Hofmann was recognized as a child prodigy,
studying under Anton Rubinstein and making his first concert tour of
the United States in 1887 at age eleven. Marie Eustis was the daughter of
James Biddle Eustis (1834-1899), United States Srnator from Louisiana
and Ambassador to France. Josef Hofmann and Marie Eustis met in the
fall of 1904 at Aiken, where the pianist was engaged to play for a private
musicale. They met again in Europe on the island of Rugen in the Baltic
Sea and were married there in October 1905. When not on tour, the
couple divided their time between homes in Aiken, Maine's Seal Island,
and Vevy, Switzerland. In the early years of their marriage Marie often
accompanied her husband on his concert tours, and four volumes of her
travel diary document tours through Russia, January-March and April
1907, October-November 1909, and September-December 1911; and
through Mexico, December 1907-January 1908. In addition to fascinating
travel commentary, Marie provides details of Josef's concert performances, including the program performed and the amount of money
taken in, and comments on meetings with such noteworthy figures as
Alexander Glasenoff, Ignace Jan Paderewski, and Sergei Rachmaninoff.
The collection also includes twenty-four letters to Marie from Josef,
April 1916-March 1918, when he was on tour alone in the United States.
Marie Eustis and Josef Hofmann divorced in September 1927. Josef
Hofmann continued his concert career through 1946 and served as head
of Philadelphia's Curtis Institute of Music, 1927-1938. Marie Hofmann
for a time operated a private boarding school, the Fermata School, at the
couple's former winter home in Aiken. She also contributed a series of
articles under the name "Mariquita" to the Aiken Standard & Review.
Among the papers are newspaper clippings, photographs, and recital
programs from Josef Hofmann's concert appearances. Donor: Mrs.
Sterling Graydon .
. JOSEPH HARVEY WILSON PAPERS, 1832-1897
Joseph Harvey Wilson (1810-1884), a native North Carolinian, was
born in Mecklenburg County, attended Washington College, was admitted to the bar in 1831 at age twenty-one, and went on to become a
prominent Charlotte lawyer. His papers, six hundred and twenty-eight
manuscripts, consist principally of legal and personal correspondence
and receipts, 1832-1860and1866-1869. The legal material mainly regards
the collection of debts and the settlement of estates, including detailed
information on the disposition of slaves included in several estates
handled by Wilson. The Charlotte attorney invested in gold mining
enterprises in Mecklenburg County, and the collection contains informa-
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tion on the operation of these mines, including the use of slave labor,
particularly during the mid-1840s. Among the papers are letters from
Sam McKee of Lowndes County, Ala., in one of which, 7 September 1836,
he discusses the potential for speculation in Arkansas. Letters,
1837-1842, from his brother Isaac Wilson (d.1842) reflect an attempt to
establish a plantation in Alabama. Wilson's brother John settled in
Fulton, Mo., and letters of 22 December 1851 and 7 November 1852
describe his journey from Morganton, N. C., across the Cumberland
Mountains to Fulton and the purchase of nearly 700 acres of prairie land
for a farm and a boarding school.
Letters also comment on social events of the time. Writing from
Charleston, 14 April 1840, merchant R. C. Carson complains of the
scarcity of cash in South Carolina following the suspension of specie
payments by Charleston banks - "Times are wretched here, not one
dollar to be had of any of the Banks. We have been compelled to sell to our
friends on time & unless we get money from the country we cannot pay
our debts. Several wealthy houses have failed lately." A Mr. Cureton of
Columbia wrote Wilson on 28 April 1852 concerning the Convention of
the People of South Carolina to consider secession - "I am unable to say
if the two parties of our state can come together not withstanding the
vote last October showing the state was not ready for secession ... some
of the secessionists are very ultra." A letter from wife Julia A. Wilson, a
South Carolina native, is more personal, questioning her husband regarding her dowry - "Father was speaking to me about the money we
had received since our marriage. I told him I did not know of our
receiving any but the thousand he gave us when we were married ....
Write to me ... what amount we have received. Father says it is over four
thousand." Donors: Mr. H.J. Kaufmann, Jr., Mrs. Raven I. McDavid,
Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Joel Patrick, Mr. & Mrs. Huger Sinkler, and Mr. .
Allen H. Stokes, Jr.
WILLIAM WESTON PAPERS, 1896-1980
The medical and scientific work of Richland County native Dr.
William Weston (1874-1962), is documented by the three hundred eighteen manuscripts, 1896-1980, and twenty-four manuscript volumes,
1918-1950, in this collection. Born at The Oaks, near Eastover, the son of
Dr. William Weston and Caroline Elizabeth Woodard Weston, William
Weston was educated at Patrick Military Institute, the University of
South Carolina, and the University of the South. He received his M.D.
degree from the Medical College of South Carolina in 1896 and later
pursued post-graduate studies at Johns Hopkins University, Harvard
University, and Columbia University.
Dr. Weston began the practice of medicine in Columbia in 1897,
continuing as a general practitioner until 1912 when he limited his
practice to pediatrics. A pioneer in the field of infant feeding and
nutrition, W~ston was generally recognized as the first pediatrician in
South Carolina. His interest in hookworm led him to establish the first
uncinariasis clinic in the United StatE)s, 1901, and he was the first
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American physician to describe acrodynia, a dietary deficiency disease
among infants, 1922. His nutritional work with United States Army
Medical Corps during World War I led to research which isolated the
abundant supply of iodine in the soil and foodstuffs of South Carolina,
resulting in the promotion of South Carolina as "The Iodine State." This
lifelong study of nutritional values as related to medical research made
Dr. Weston a leader in the treatment of illnesses through proper diet; in
1928 he presented the first vitamin chart to the American Medical
Association scientific section. Weston served as chief of staff, Columbia
Hospital, 1919-1925; president, Columbia Medical Society, 1908; and
president, South Carolina Medical Association, 1913-1914. A founding
member of the American Academy of Pediatrics, he served as chairman .
of the American Medical Association pediatric section, 1903-1931.
Dr. Weston's work in nutrition and pediatrics as well as his leadership
as chairman of the South Carolina Food Research Commission,
1927-1933, are traced through a scrapbook, 1929-1932, newspaper clippings, and two published medical articles; "What We May Do for the
Infant and Child" (14April1914) and "Iodine in Nutrition" (July 1931). A
photograph taken in Charleston shows his landmark vitamin chart, first
seen at the American Medical Association scientific session, 1928. Other
items of interest include correspondence and miscellaneous papers reflecting the medical work carried on by his son, Dr. William Weston, Jr.,
and his grandson, Dr. William Weston, III; contractual agreements
naming Dr. Weston as local surgeon for Seaboard Air Line Railroad
Company; and notes on the growth and development of pediatrics in the
Columbia area, prepared by Dr. William Weston, III, in conjunction with
Joseph Ioor Waring. Additional volumes include an account book,
1942-1950, listin§ patients' names, fees charged, and services rendered;
and twenty-one 'physician's visiting lists," March 1918-December 1950,
providing the names of patients visited each month and fees charged. A
separate volume, 1923-1939, lists the names of children immunized by
Dr. Weston against smallpox and diphtheria. Donor: Dr. William
Weston, Jr.
JAMES FRANKLIN MILES PAPERS, 1929-1985
Two linear feet of records added to the papers of James Franklin Miles
(b. 1913), Opportunity School alumnus and professor of agricultural
economics at Clemson University, document his association with the
Opportunity School and Miss Wil Lou Gray, his study of the dairy and
broiler industries, and his courtship of and marriage to Miss Mamie Rose
Clawson. Included in the collection are a letter, 22 September 1937, from
Eleanor Roosevelt responding to a letter Miles wrote encouraging her to
run for the presidency to succeed her husband; numerous letters from
Wil Lou Gray; and topical files, 1964-1968, concerning research into the
creation of a centralized sales agency for the chicken broiler industry.
Reflected in the papers is Miles' early advocacy of the Clemson Area
Continuing Education Center, in which he participated as a lecturer on
family financial planning. His interest in the dairy industry is seen
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chiefly in materials relating to pricing, 1966-1968, and to the milk price
war which occurred in South Carolina during the early 1960s. The
collection also shows Miles' achievements as a horticulturalist,
1957-1985, especially as a prominent breeder of double daylilies, and as a
preservationist, through his work as founder, president, and director of
the Foundation for Historic Preservation in the Pendleton area. Of
particular interest is a volume bearing the title "Textile Book," 1929,
containing notes apparently kept by Miles while enrolled in night school
studying for advance classification for mill work. As a youth, Miles had
left school to work in the Olympia Mill, promising his mother that he
would continue his education by attending night school. There he came
under the eye of Miss Gray, was recruited as an Opportunity School
scholar, and eventually received degrees from the University of South
Carolina and Cornell University. Donor: Dr. James F. Mile!!>.

One hundred fifty-six manuscripts and six volumes, 1896-1950, of
Maria Heriot Allan (1872-1952) consist primarily of literary and historical writings, 1938-1946, including short stories, poetry, and articles and
sketches composed for the W.P.A. Among the papers are stories for
children describing common insects; historical sketches of colonial governors compiled by Mrs. Allan and other W.P.A. workers; and a letter, 18
February 1938, Columbia, from Alexander S. Salley, commenting on
historian David Duncan Wallace - "In most things Wallace is the last
word, but he, being an Up-Countryman and a Methodist, has his prejudices against the Low-Country and the Episcopalians. He has also
imbibed some of the Yankee propaganda about South Carolina's part in
the Revolution. These things I am steadily publishing records to counteract." Donor: Mrs. Grace Allan Hutchinson.
Fifteen manuscripts and three volumes, 1985-1986, added to the
papers of James Lee Barrett, further document the career of this Anderson native as a Hollywood screenwriter and include an article concerning
the 1986 television remake of the 1939 film classic "Stagecoach," Barrett's script for the production, and two other scripts of television
screenplays - "14 Napoleon Street" and "Mister Harrison." Donor: Mr.
James Lee Barrett.
Letter, 11September1863, of Gqv. Milledge Luke Bonham (1813-1890),
Charleston, to Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard concerns the disposition of state
troops, recommending that the 16th and 18th Regiments, S.C. Militia, be
disbanded, that the officers and men of the 16th Regiment be organized
into companies for the 3rd Regiment of six-month troops, and that the
1st and 5th Regiments of six-month troops be retained in Charleston "on
account of the want of Camp & Garrison equipage for them, they being
from the interior and unaccustomed to exposure, in this climate." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Alexander C. Haskell, Mr. & Mrs. Coleman L.
Jeffcoat, Miss Elizabeth Lange, and Mr. & Mrs. Wilson L. Mills.
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Three Letters, 11 and 20 August and 4 September 1863, of Charlotte
Rebecca Boyce Burckmyer (1830-1909), Tours and Croisic, France, to her
husband, Cornelius L. Burckmyer (1822-1877), a .businessman who had
run the blockade earlier that year in order to return to Charleston,
express her grave concern over the fate of Charleston and contain
prayers for the success of the Confederacy - "How much I have thought
of our poor soldiers fighting on James and Morris Island under our
burning sun. What a noble band they are .. . we are going to keep the 21st
of this month as a day of fasting and prayer as appointed by Mr. Davis"
(11 August 1863). The letters also comment upon rumors of French
recognition of the Confederate government, the controversy over building warships in Europe for the Confederacy, the Southern Relief Fund,
and their daughter's outstanding academic achievements while attending a French school. Donors: Mrs. John R. Harvin, Mrs. John R.
Holton, Mr. John David Johnson, Mrs. Carroll L. Ligon, Mr. William
L. McDowell, Jr., and Mr. & Mrs. William F. Marion.
Letter, 14August1847, of J[ohn] C[aldwell] Calhoun (1782-1850), Fort
Hill, invites Congressman [Charles Jared] Ingersoll of Pennsylvania to
make Fort Hill his home "while you sojourn in our vicinity. You must not
pass without calling on me, & spending with me, what time you can. I will
take no excuse." Donors: Dr. & Mrs. William F. Bagwell, Mr. & Mrs.
Edward B. Cantey, Jr., Mr. Paul Dove, Dr. & Mrs. George C. Hart,
and Mr. & Mrs. Norman E. Lawrence.
Letter, 13 September 1841, Darlington District, of Ann S. Cannon to
her niece Mrs. Martha Winans, Centreville, Miss., describes her health
and situation and that of other relatives - "I am now about fifty seven
years of age ... My husband is Kinde, and we have a sufficiency of the
things of this world . .. our family is small, I have no child, and all Mr.
Cannons children are grown and married." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Frank
E. Barron, Jr.
Letter, 27 February 1849, to James Chesnut (1773-1866) from his
grandson David Rogerson Williams (1822-1907), Bellevue, transmits
instructions from David Gregg on the construction of a seine and reveals
- "Our steam boats still have more than they can do. I can make no
engagements for part of my cotton, which I have still on hand." Donors:
Mr. & Mrs. Frank E. Barron, Jr.
Letter, 30January1839, of Stillman A. Clemons (fl.1839), wintering in
Columbia, to his sister Caroline A. Clemons, North Granby, Ct., informs
her of his having received an offer to teach in Salem, N.C., comments
upon teaching opportunities for Caroline and their sister Emily in
female seminaries in Virginia and North Carolina, and notes that if he
failed to find a good teaching position - "I can go to Texas and engage in
surveying, which is there a very lucrative business." Donors: Dr. & Mrs.
Lewis P. Jones.
Two hundred twenty-three manuscripts, 1816-1965, of the three
interrelated families of Brice, Waters, and Watson, chiefly of Fairfield
County, consist primarily of personal correspondence, 1854-1920, and
land papers, 1816, 1830-1854. In one especially interesting antebellum
letter, 16 March 1859, to Robert Wade Watson, Mt. Zion Academy,
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Winnsboro, Watson's nephew Charles Russell Twitty, Greenville, describes his examination by a phrenologist - "he is no quack either like
the one that examined your head ... he advised me to become a lawyer or
a mathemitician .. . dont you remember that the table knocked me a
lawyer." The collection includes the Civil War letters of Watson, who
served in Co. K, Palmetto Sharp Shooters, and was killed at Manassas in
1862; and of Robert Wade Brice, 6th South Carolina Infantry and Co. H,
2nd South Carolina Cavalry. On 16 April 1861 Watson, at Blackstock,
wrote concerning the casualties suffered in the capture of Fort Sumter
and the fear of Negro insurrection - "we dont know the truth yet, as we
can put no dependence in anything we hear ... I hope it will bring 'Ape' to
terms ... I judge there is a probability of our having hot work at home;
one of Mr. Steeles negros has been heard talking with another negro on a
forbidden topic." An anonymous letter of 14 May 1862 relates - "Edd
Mobley - the Drs. son - stole a pair of blankets a negro boy & a colt out
of the pasture & went to Blackstocks to take the cars to go to the 6th Regt
... [his sister] Got a pistol to defend herself while riding in the night and
sallied out to overtake & capture the runnaway." Also included is the
World War I correspondence of Lt. Robert Brice Waters (b. 1891), who
served in France with the 6th Division, American Expeditionary Force.
In a letter of 10August1918 Waters speaks of his duties as town major of
a French village and provides a humorous appraisal of the local people,
who "seem to use water only for washing inanimate things and watering
stock. They drink wine, and, I'm willing to give them the benefit of the
doubt and admit that they might take canary-bird baths on Saturday
night." Donor: Mrs. J.C. McDuffie.
Six manuscripts, 1862-1864, of Alexander Henry Brown (1809-1879),
provost marshall of Charleston, concern the impressment of liquor
owned by Thomas Stenhouse and Dr. Cornwell, by I. D. Witherspoon,
Subsistence Dept., Columbia, and attempts by Brown to secure proper
compensation for Cornwell. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Chalk, Prof. &
Mrs. Frederick Heath, The Rev. & Mrs. Thomas Hudson, Mr. & Mrs.
William Keenan, Ill, Mrs. George D. Lott, Jr., Mrs. Neil W. Macaulay, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew B. Marion, and Mrs. Eleanor C. Ruthven.
Journal, 15 November 1779-28 March 1780, kept by Charles Connors
(d. 1843), documents his voyage aboard the sloop Family Trader from
Charleston to Guadeloupe and back, 21November1779-29January1780.
Early entries reflect preparations for departure, including the loading of
rice and butter to be exchanged for salt, rum and sundry provisions in
Guadeloupe. The sloop joined a fleet which included a French frigate and
traveled in convoy until 1 December. The Family Trader arrived in
Guadeloupe on 6 December and returned to Charleston, with a brief stop
at Georgetown, on 29 January. Entries made during the voyage commonly describe the weather, condition of the sea, fish seen and caught,
and food. Of particular interest are Connors' entries of 2 December "Mrs. Tropic Man paid us a visit in a very frightful Dress. Had a demand
on Mr. Taylor Passenger of whom he received a Case Bottle Ginn"; and 7
January - "To day also the wind very Hard with Seas mountain High .. .
a consultation held to Conclude Whether we Should beat about Here . . .
or to return to The west indies for water & provisions. It was unan31

imously agreed to Waite here ... to see What the almighty would decree
... Kept Centry in the cabin tonight as we were very Suspicious of 6 or 7
of our Crews rising & taking the Vessell or at Least doing a deal of
mischief." Entries made after the return to Charleston describe Connors' business transactions and trading arising from the voyage. Donor:
Dr. E.G. Quattlebaum, Jr.
Seventeen manuscripts, 1980-1982 and undated, of Edith Mitchell
Dabbs, include drafts of her 1983 book, Sea Island Diary: A History ofSt.
Helena Island, and correspondence with her publisher, Thomas E.
Smith, of The Reprint Company, Spartanburg. In a letter to Mrs. Dabbs, ·
18 April 1980, J. Mitchell Reames, of Francis Marion College, writes "Your book of St. Helena and the Penn School should be published. It is a
well written and fascinating account and posterity should have easy
access to it." Donor: Mrs. Edith Mitchell Dabbs.
Thirty-eight letters, 1945-1970 and undated, written principally by
James McBride Dabbs (1896-1970) to his daughter Maude and her husband, Robert Haas, Massachusetts and New York, keep them apprised of
family happenings at home on Rip Raps Plantation in Sumter County. In
recounting his day-to-day agricultural operations (raising livestock and
growing corn, tobacco, lettuce, and cotton) Dabbs repeatedly conveys the
economic plight of the small Southern farmer - "I sold nine hogs last
Tuesday morning for $381. So I am paying my fertilizer bill this week,
and several other accounts ... and can foresee the day when I shall have
only the bank to pay. This farming's a funny thing. It doesn't look as if
you work to have money to spend; you work to satisfy your creditors.
That's all that's bothering me. I don't care about having money if I don't
owe anything" (6 September 1947).
Although he remarked in a letter of 15 April 1946 that farm work
hadn't left him much time for writing, he continued to do as much of it as
circumstances allowed. On 15 June 1946 he mentioned his article on
Hartsville and the Cokers which had just appeared in the South Carolina
Magazine, from which the editors "cut out the best paragraph I had, the
one on the lack of a deep spiritual life in Hartsville.... They paid me
$34.41 for the article. They must pay 1¢ a word." Dabbs' intersecting
literary and religious interests are reflected in a letter of 24January1955
- "I have been somewhat busy writing, and thinking about writing. I
had an article last week in The Christian Century, 'Spiritual Lag in the
Modern World,' which incidentally pays my respects or disrespects to
Harmony Presbytery . .I have had four commendatory letters on this
article, from four different states - none, you may be assured from
South Carolina; and NONE from Harmony presbytery.... The Yale
Review has accepted ... an essay 'The Resonance of the World.' I would
say this is the best thing I have done in years." And in what would be one
of his last references to his literary career, he wrote, 29 March 1969 "The Southern Regional Council sent me a check for $1,000 to pay me for
the job I did on Recent Southern Fiction and the Civil Rights movement.
I also got a certai_n number of free trips, and fifty to a hundred books."
Dabbs' interest in human rights and social justice, and in associating
himself wit.h those organizations whose goal was the improvement of
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race relations in the South, appears early and is a thread running
through this correspondence. In a letter of 23 February 1947 he enclosed
a pamphlet he had written recently, and explained - "Three thousand
copies have been printed & are being distributed to influential people
over the state by the S. C. Regional Council, which is a branch of the
Southern Regional Council. I hope it does some good. Last Wednesday
afternoon I attended an organizational meeting of a S. C. branch of the
Southern Conference for Human Welfare in Columbia." He went on to
say - "The [Willie Earle] lynching in Pickens or Greenville County was a ·
disgrace to the state, & is generally so called. There is some hope in the
fact that most of the members of the mob have already been arrested &
- it is said - have signed confessions .... I have just written Gov.
Thurmond, who sems to be taking a strong lead in the affair, urging that
he carry on the fight to see justice done." Donor: Mrs. Maude Dabbs
Haas.
Letter, 10 October 1811, of Henry W[illiam] DeSaussure (1763-1839),
Charleston, to Robert Gilmor (1774-1848), Baltimore, introduce "Mr.
Toomer, a young gentleman of this City, for whom I have a very particular esteem," and relates news of "a destructive Tornado, which swept a
part of our City," destroying DeSaussure's house. According to DeSaussure - "My daughter Mrs. [Anna Frances DeSaussure] Gibbes, & a
younger daughter & a servant girl were in one of the upper rooms, & were
carried down with all the ruins to the Cellar. The poor servant girl was
crushed to death. Mrs. Gibbes was Severely bruised; but no bones were
dislocated or fractured - my younger daughter was but slightly bruised.
We believe for a short time that Mrs. Gibbes was crushed, for she was
buried in the ruins. We dug her out, & happily found her life safe. In two
hours she was delivered of a fine boy, & they have both done well ... Her
escape, in her delicate situation is considered miraculous, by all; but
most of all by medical men." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Asbill, Mr.
& Mrs. McKay Brabham, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Eugene B. Chase, Chaplain
& Mrs. J. Ashby Dick, Mrs. Nelson K. Gibson, Mrs. Julia Ellis
Hamlin, Mrs. Lewis E. Hendricks, Dr. Donald L. Jones, and Mr.
John H. Landrum.
One and one-fourth linear feet of papers, 1919-1944, of James E.
Dickson, (ca. 1887-1970), consist primarily of his monthly and annual
reports as Negro Agricultural Extension Agent for Richland County and
include other records of his extension work, including undated community surveys of White Rock and Fairwold providing detailed information
on farms and persons in those communities. The monthly reports document Dickson's daily activities; the annual reports include both statistical and narrative summaries of his work. Donor: Mrs. Anna Mae
Dickson.
Letter, 14 May 1873, of New York governor John A[dams] Dix
(1798-1879), to Richard Lathers (1820-1903) acknowledges receipt of a
copy of John C. Calhoun's A Disquisition on Government. Dix, who
served with Calhoun in the U.S. Senate, notes - "I knew Mr. Calhoun
intimately, and was for many years in correspondence with him. Of all
his acquaintances I am sure no one could have had a higher respect for
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his talents and purity of character." Donors: Mr. John C. Bell, Mr. &
Mrs. C. M. Case, and Mr. & Mrs. William D. Durham.
Manuscript volume, 1984-1986, of John Robert Doyle, Jr. (b. 1910),
entitled "Our Little Life," relates details of Doyle's boyhood in Dinwiddie County, Va.; his education at Randolph-Macon College, the University of Virginia, Bread Loaf School of English, and the University of
North Carolina; and his teaching experiences as a member of the English
faculty at Dinwiddie (Va.) High School, 1932-1940, Clemson University,
1940-1941, and The Citadel, 1941-1944, 1946-1975. The autobiography also
recounts Doyle's experiences as a Smith-Mundt visiting professor at the
Universities of Cape Town and Witwatersrand in South Africa; and his
involvement in Charleston civic and cultural activities, including his
directorship of the Writing Group of the Poetry Society of South Carolina. In addition, the volume contains genealogical notes on the Doyle,
Rives, and Binford families of Virginia and a list of Doyle's published
works, including literary criticism on Robert Frost, William Plomer,
Francis Carey Slater, Thomas Pringle, Arthur Shearly Cripps, and
William Charles Scrully. Donor: Dr. John Robert Doyle, Jr.
Manuscript volume, 1814-1864 and undated, of Glenn Drayton
(1788-1814), a native of Charleston who entered the U.S. Navy as a
midshipman, 20 June 1806, and was commissioned a lieutenant, 9 January 1813, includes "Internal Rules and Regulations to be observed on
board the United States Frigate Constellation, Charles Gordon, Esqr.
Commander"; scale drawing and dimensions of the Constellation; and an
original watercolor; "American Must Have a Navy," presumably executed by Drayton. The volume was continued after Drayton's death. It
also contains medicinal recipes; a list of slave illnesses and vaccinations,
1845-1861; and a record of slave births, baptisms, and deaths at Rusticello plantation, Pendleton District, 1814-1864. Donor: Mr. J. Laurens
Mills.
Photograph album, 1906-1912 and undated, of the William C. Farber
family of Batesburg and Columbia contains pictures of Mr. and Mrs.
Farber, family, and friends at "Green Gables," their home near
Batesburg. Donor: Mrs. Louise Alexander.
One and one-fourth linear feet of papers, 1935-1984, of Nick Aaron
Ford (1904-1982) document his career as a scholar, educator, and writer.
After holding several teaching positions, Ford became associated in 1945
with Morgan State College, Baltimore, where from 1947 until 1972 he
served as Head of the Department of English. In 1973, his final year at
Morgan State, he was named the Alain Locke Distinguished Professor of
Black Studies. The collection includes many of his writings, 1936-1983,
among the most interesting and significant of which are the page proofs
for his 1971 textbook, Black Insights: Significant Literature by Black
Americans - 1760 to the Present; and approximately 180 letters, chiefly
from the period 1970-1982. Among his correspondents are Margaret
Walker Alexander, Marianna Davis, Henry Ponder, Benjamin Quarles,
and Allen Tate. Donor: Mrs. Ola M. Ford.
Letter, 26October1808, of Charles Fraser (1782-1860), Charleston, [to
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Robert Gilmor (1774-1848), Baltimore,] apologizes for not writing more
frequently, as the embargo "has extended its chilling influence to my
ideas and is as unfriendly to epistolary as it is to commercial intercourse," and comments upon "the majority which the Republicans have
had at the late election for Charleston District ... Their ascendancy is
now complete. They exhibit in the conversion of Mr. L. Smith whose
reputation they think will give credit to their cause. But you who know
him can scarcely believe that he is influenced by conviction nor can you
assent to their delusion that he stands upon.the same ground with John
Q. Adams. The latter declared the principles upon which he acted, and
resigned a high honor to prove his Independence. The former when the
hope of Success deserted him, abandon'd the party which he wished to
have represented ... the federal party have not only totally failed in
Charleston, but will have scarcely a voice in the Legislature so that
General Pinckney can not expect to have one vote from South Carolina."
Donors: Dr. & Mrs. Michael Scardaville, Dr. & Mrs. Oswald F.
Schuette, Commander & Mrs. R. C. Scott, Mr. & Mrs. F. Marion
Roddey, Jr., Miss Katherine A. Taylor, and Mr. & Mrs. Robert P.
Wilkins.
Letter, 20 November 1843, of Columbia postmaster Adley Hogan
Gladden (1810-1862), to the postmaster at Hogg's Store, S. C., requests
the name of the new contractor for the postal route between Monticello
and Columbia, and explains that due to the accumulation of mail for that
route in his office he had been "compelled to hire a suitable person at his
expense" to take over the route "until I can hear from ... the contractor."
Donors: Mrs. Cordelia G. Campbell, Mr. & Mrs. E. Allen Capers, Mr.
William L. Davis, Jr., Mrs. C. B. Dawsey, Mrs. Butler C. Derrick, Sr.,
Ms. Cynthia Grant, Miss Dolly Hamby, Mr. Herbert J. Hartsook,
Mrs. Martin L. Jernigan, Dr. & Mrs. Lewis P. Jones, Mr. & Mrs.
George H. McGregor, Dr. & Mrs. Edward F. Nolan, and Dr. & Mrs.
William H. Patterson.
Letter, 2 July 1862, of Robert N[ewman] Gourdin (1812-1894), Charleston, to Andrew P[ickens] Calhoun, Pendleton, declines Calhoun's offer of
his home as a wartime refuge - "I will ... abide the defence of the City,
and if it must fall, will leave it ... only at the moment of final defeat."
Gourdin, an attorney, member of the factorage firm of Gourdin, Matthiesson & Company, signer of the Ordinance of Secession, notes that
according to newspaper reports "the movement at Pocotaligo and on
James Island were predicated on the statements of deserters and of
fugitive negroes, that Charleston was in a defenceless condition and
might be taken by a dash. Prisoners taken on the Island have said that
they expected no fight, that they were induced to believe that they would
land on the Stono, march across the Island and take the City almost
without a struggle." He observes that as a result of "the grand defeat of
the Federal Army in front of Richmond .. . the enemy must of necessity
concentrate his forces in the neighbourhood of Washington ... I think
Lincoln and his people will have objects of importance, nearer home then
Charleston, absorbing their attention. I would not wonder if old Abe has
had the old Cap and Cloak brushed up in case of an emergency." Gourdin
notes finally that Col. Peter Gaillard, who "commanded the Charleston
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Battalion in the fight at Secessionville ... was wounded by an Enfield
Ball in the knee, which has nearly cost him his leg." Donors: Judge &
Mrs. Walter Bristow, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. William M. Capers, Miss Mary
T. Fitch, Mr. & Mrs. Terry L. Helsley, and Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J.
Lawton.
Letter, 30 January 1871, of Edgar L. Guerard (fl. 1871), Rock Hill, to
Col. W.W. H. Davis, formerly of the 104th Pennsylvania, thanks him for
a copy of Davis' regimental history and certifies its faithfulness regarding the siege of Battery Gregg. Guerard served as quartermaster for
Morris Island with Harrison's Brigade. Donor: Mr. William P. Baskin.
Letter, 6May1832, of Gov. James Hamiiton (1786-1857), Pendleton, to
William Campbell Preston, Columbia, comments upon the nullification
controversy and his plans for dealing with Unionist rhetoric - "I concur
entirely in the views which you take of the danger we shall run from the
project of a Southern Convention but I think that like all the other men of
straw of the Union party we can beat it down." Donors: Dr. & Mrs. A.
McL. Martin, Mr. Robert A. Pierce, and Mr. L. R. Rawls, Sr.
Letter, 29September1867, of Glen Harvey (fl.1867), Charleston, to his
wife Rosa describes his progress in constructing a store and house and
inquires whether she wishes to join him - "I do not want to persuade you
one way or the other if you think it best to stay up there for another year
do so, I have been a Bachelor for eight months & expect that I can be so for
twelve months longer ... as I can never venture in Pickens." Donors: Mr.
& Mrs. Hugh M. Chapman.
Letter, 12 November 1873, of Paul [Hamilton] Hayne (1830-1886),
Columbia County, Ga., to "Dear Sir," concerns Hayne's collection of
autographs of Southern notables, among them Robert E. Lee, Edgar
Allan Poe, Henry Timrod, and Robert Young Hayne. In an effort to
satisfy his correspondent's hopes of obtaining samples of such autographs, Hayne encloses "a communication from Wm Gilmore Simms,"
but notes that "all of Henry Timrod's letters, (now in my possession) are
of so private a nature, that I would not like them to pass out of my
hands." Concerning material relating to his uncle, Robert Y. Hayne, he
reveals - "only a very few of his communications remain with me, and
you can readily imagine that such relics are invaluable. "Hayne laments
- "If it had not been for Sherman's celebrated raid on the City of
Columbia (SC), where I had deposited a number of letters from the most
distinguished people, litterateurs & artists, both native & foreign, I
should have been enabled to ask your acceptance of some singularly
valuable autographs ... but alas! they have long been but dust & ashes,
'blown on the wings of every wind that blows!' " Donors: Dr. & Mrs.
C. E. Kitchens, Dr. & Mrs. T. Hoyle Lee, Mr. & Mrs C. Calhoun
Lemon, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Means-Roberts, Mr. & Mrs. Emert S.
Rice, and Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Swearingen.
Four manuscripts, 1795, of Issac Holmes, collector of customs for
Charleston, consist of a petition, 8 January, of John B. Carvin, owner of a
French armed brigantine prize, to be allowed to have his ship's bottom
coppered so that it would not be destroyed by "worms" while in port; a
letter, 17 January, to Carvin, stating that such action would be "repug36

nant to the principles of the neutrality of the United States"; a letter, 27
February, from E. Weyman, surveyor, Port Charles, notifying Holmes
that Capt. Carvin had indeed coppered his ship; and a letter, 3 March, to
Thomas Parker, federal attorney, District of South Carolina, enclosing
the manuscripts described above and reporting Carvin's action as a
"palpable infraction of the neutrality" and the treaty with France.
Donors: Mr. &Mrs. Alester G. Furman, III, Mr. & Mrs. Charles W.
Knowlton, Mrs. Harold A. Moore, Mr. John A. Moore, Mr. A. M.
Quattlebaum, and Mr. & Mrs. Russell B. Shaw.
Letter, 25 April 1844, of Williams J. Rees, Stateburg, to Thomas
Ringgold, Linden, Ala., sympathizes with Ringgold over the loss of his
cotton in a steamboat fire and comments on the benefits of insurance and
the lack of local success in using spinning machines - "I think it best
always to Ensure .. . I think them (spinning machines] unecessary at this
time when the cloath is so low, and know white women a bout the House
to attend to the Negroes while spinning, they have been tryed in this
country and given up." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Frank E. Barron, Jr.
Letter, 2 December 1847, of Joseph Brevard Kershaw (1822-1894),
Camden, to Dr. Thomas R. Gary, House of Representatives, Columbia,
concerns a debt owed Gary - "If I cannot pay you before the session
terminates I have no objection to your instructing Mr. Chestnut to sue,
which would certainly bring the money, for I would be able to pay it
before court .. . but you know it is necessary for a man who is forced to
live on credit, to keep up his credit at home & this is the only reason you
have never been paid." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Bruce 0. Hunt.
Diary, 1904-1918, of Frances Vance Brown Land (1859-1938), of York
County, contains periodic entries noting family activities; community
events, including births, marriages, and deaths; activities at Beersheba
Presbyterian Church; and accounts of the death of Mrs. Land's mother,
Mary Davis Brown (1822-1903), and son, Robert Haskal Land
(1890-1908). Although diary entries cease in 1915, genealogical notes
continue through 1918. Donor: The Rev. John S. Land.
Thirty-nine manuscripts, 1873-1919, 1976, 1978 and undated, of the
Lei th family consist primarily of letters addressed to John Mackay Lei th
(1848-1899) and his son, William Hartnette Leith (1875-1930), both of
Hodges, from relatives and friends in England and Scotland, chiefly
John M. Leith's sister, Isabella Maxwell Leith MacRae (1852-1919), and
her children, Alexander Russell MacRae (b. 1878), Annie Isabel MacRae
(b. 1881), and Katie Caroline MacRae (1884-1914). The letters provide
information concerning domestic conditions and family happenings,
including the death of John M. Leith's brother in England, ca. December
1872; the visit of his mother to the United States in 1873, and her death,
25 September 1882; and such events of local, national, or international
consequence as the Boer War, the Spanish-American War, and the death
of Queen Victoria. Among letters of interest is one from Alexander R.
MacRae to William H. Leith, 14 September 1899, commenting on the
naval review at Spithead in July 1897 honoring Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee - "you speak of the Stars & Stripes absorbing the Union
Jack, well you are a typical American . . . but, if you . . . had seen the
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grand old Union Jack, f[l]oating at the top of a perfect forest of masts,
you would not have felt so confident ... we have the finest Navy in the
world, & as long as that is the case we can always sing 'Rule Brittania.'"
Another letter, 28 January 1901, from Annie Isabel MacRae to William
H. Leith describes England's reaction to the death of Queen Victoria-"
It was a dreadful shock ... to the country although we were expecting
it.... The town [Bristol] looks very dismal just now, as the Flags are all
half mast, and all the churches, buildings and shops are all draped in
black, and everyone you meet is in deep mourning. Her funeral will be a
grand sight as she is to have by her own wish a naval and military
funeral, they say it will be the grandest naval sight, since her Jubilee."
Two letters are of particular South Carolina interest: one, 31 March 1905,
from the Rev. William J. Wyly, Westminster, to William H. Leith,
comments on his resignation as pastor of Greenville Presbyterian
Church; the other, 23 July 1914, from Lucy Haddon, Donalds, to the
Patrons and Trustees of Leith School, Hodges, declines reappointment
as teacher and recommends - "If you wish the best from your teachers
let me urge you to encourage and give them your hearty support."
Donors: Mr. William Harold Leith, Mrs. Mary Leith Ellis, and Dr. &
Mrs. John H. Leith.
Letter, 9 March 1855, of [Francis] Lieber (1800-1872), Columbia, to
F. S. Bradford, c.o. Messrs. G. P. Putnam & Company, N.Y., draws upon
Putnam a draft payable to Messrs. Westermann & Company and notes "I see that the Mormons have now a paper in N.Y. I take it for granted
that they will heartily run down my Mormon Article ["The Mormons.
Shall Utah Be Admitted into the Union?," Putnam's Magazine, 1855] ...
you would oblige me by letting them know that I am the author and by
sending me the number in which they run me down." Donors: Mr. &
Mrs. William L. Kinney, Jr.
Letter, 26July1862, of Francis Lieber (1800-1872), New York, to "Dear
Sir," expresses his pleasure with "the substantial, clear and judicious
articles on Nullification, the Rebellions, and &c." in Harper's Monthly
and his desire that "something thorough were said somewhere about the
aristocracy of the South - one of the many hypocricies or absurdities of
the South so long repeated by the South, that the North repeats it and
believes in it to this day. It is an absurdity. No lower democracy than the
Southern, and as to the few slave holders, I have no doubt that accurate
inquiry would show that 2/a perhaps % have been overseers, are northerners, have kept shops, or been physicians and the like. They are arrogants indeed but not aristocrats. How did Mr. Calhoun begin, and alas!
how have nearly all his sons ended? How did McDuffie begin? This
verbage about aristocrats (Benjamin an aristocrat1 Memminger! Jeff
Davis!) has stood them in good need with the English. This claim of
aristocracy stands on a par with their claim of divine origin of slavery,
their claim of forming a distinct and superior race and what not all!"
Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Fred C. Hensley, Dr. & Mrs. William Chapman
Herbert, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Edwin 0. Lesley, Dr. & Mrs. Donald E.
Liedel, Mrs. Monette E. Redslob, and Col. & Mrs. Clarence E. Stuart.
Three manuscripts, December 1830-June 1831, of Stephen Decatur
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Miller (1787-1838) include a letter, 24 December 1830, from I. D. Witherspoon, Yorkville, repqrting on a local meeting held to protest Miller's
election to the U.S. Senate over Judge William Smith; and a letter, 24
January 1831, from David George, recommending that a journal be
established in Camden to counter the Camden Journal, which had
opposed Miller in the recent election. Donors: Miss Sarah M. Greene
and Dr. & Mrs. H. Henry Lumpkin.
Three letters, 28 April and 3 July 1852 and 22 April 1853, of Richard
W. Mills, Columbia and Chester, to brother Henry M. Mills, Salisbury,
N. C., concern Mills' hopes of entering into some profitable mercantile
business. His letter of 28April1852 describes Columbia as "a dull looking
place," even though the city at the time was hosting a state convention to
consider secession - "how the meeting will terminate I am unable to
say. South Carolina makes a greate noise & does nothing generally."
Donor: Mrs. W. H.Callcott.
Two letters, 9 January 1846 and 28 September 1847, to Dr. James
Morrow (1820-1865), Charleston and Willington, from his mother, Sarah
Bull, Willington, chiding the son, apparently for complaining of the
parents' irregular correspondence; and a friend, Joseph James Pope
(1825-1870), St. Helenaville, concerning romance, or the lack thereof, in
both men's lives. Donor: Dr. Charles H. Lesser.
Manuscript, 18 May 1861, Newberry, S. C., the report of a meeting
held at St. Matthew's Academy "to ascertain the necessities of certain
families, whose husbands and sons, patriotically, responded to the state
for volunteers," and calling for the solicitation of funds to benefit
families "now very short both of corn and meat." Donor: Mr. Henry G.
Fulmer.
Letter, 29 November 1776, of Ja[me]s Parsons (1724-1779),
Charlestown, to Peter Timothy (1725-1782), Clerk of the General Assembly, expresses his reluctance to serve in the House of Representatives "as
my health and unsettled affairs positively will not permit me to give that
Constant Attendance which I have ever held to be the Duty of a member
[and] which is absolutely Essential for one that may have the honour to
fill the Chair." Donors: Dr. & Mrs. J. Richard Allison, Jr., Mr. & Mrs.
Clare M. McCall, and Mr. & Mrs. Peter Ramsey.
Letter, 20September1830, of Andrew Pickens, Jr. (1779-1838), "Mount
Columbo near Selma, Ala[bama]," to James R. Pringle, Charleston,
offers his thoughts following the election of intendant and wardens in
Charleston - "I much feared that the undue influence of a few political
fanaticks, to use the mildest epithet, would ere long urge on her [South
Carolina's] citizens to anarchy & civil war. I am rejoiced that a brighter
prospect begins to open to our view." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Alfred
Rawlinson and Mrs. George M. Rhodes.
Letter, 2November1798, of Charles Cotesworth Pinckney (1746-1825),
Trenton, to United States Senator Jacob Read, Philadelphia, concerns
Pinckney's appointment as a major general in the United States Army.
He thanks Read for efforts on his behalf and illustrates his devotion to
.t he common good of the country - "I am much obliged to you for your
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kind exertions in the army arrangements; but I am perfectly satisfied
that Genl. Hamilton should be at the head of the list of Major Generals. I
know his great military talents, & will with pleasure serve under him."
Donors: The Rev. Dr. C. FitzSimons Allison, Mr. & Mrs. Norton W.
Brooker, Dr. & Mrs. T. B. Clark, Mr. & Mrs. L. Arlen Cotter, Dr. &
Mrs. Benjamin Franklin, V, Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Henderson, Dr. & Mrs.
Larry A. Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Patrick C. Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Louis C.
Sossamon, The Hon. Floyd D. Spence, Dr. & Mrs. John G. Sproat,
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sproul, Mrs. Mary Conrad Stevenson, Mrs. Mary
R. Stockman, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Strasburger, Mr. & Mrs. Richard
Strachan, Dr. Marcia G. Synnott, Dr. W. E. Sharp, Mr. & Mrs. H.
Simmons Tate, Jr., and Mr. William B. White, Jr.
Letter, 31October1817, of Joel Roberts Poinsett (1779-1851), Charleston, to "My Dear Sir" concerns affairs in South America and the revolutionary movement against Spain, of which he writes - "I never will
again leave America in a subaltern capacity ... but if the U.S. resolve to
espouse the cause of our Brethren of the South, and I should be thought
worthy to contribute towards so glorious an end, there is no sacrifice I
think too great. I am ready to promote the cause of Freedom by every
exei'tion in my powers." He goes on to present additional reasons for
declining a "mission," probably that offered him by President Monroe as
special commissioner to southern 'South America, which Poinsett declined. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Laurence H. Conger, Mr. & Mrs. Edward
M. Craig, Dr. & Mrs. E.T. Crowson, Mr. & Mrs. John H. Dawson,
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Derrick, Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Graydon, Prof. & Mrs.
George Haimbaugh, and Miss Louise Heriot.
Letter, 24 August 1822, of J[oel] R[oberts] Poinsett (1779-1851),
Charleston, to J. L. Thomson, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., states Poinsett's
intention of not "going out to reside in So. America," but offers to
promote Thomson's views "with either of the gentlemen who are to fill
the stations of ministers there." Donors: Mrs. Francis P. Miller and
Dr. & Mrs. David H. Rembert, Jr.
Letter, 22 February 1835, of J[oel] R[oberts] Poinsett (1779-1851),
White House, Pee Dee, near Georgetown, to J[oh]n Meredith, Baltimore,
discusses a lawsuit being brought against Poinsett as the result of his
involvement in a quarrel between "Col. Butler the charge d'affaires of
the U. S. at Mexico and Mr. Wilcocks," expresses anxiety over "the
settlement of this affair because my circumstances are greatly altered
since my return from Mexico," and notes - "at the time this attack was
made upon me I would have been willing to have paid the money ....
Since then my zeal in the cause of the Union united with other causes has
reduced me to a condition to render this not only inconvenient, but
impossible without sacrificing my real estate and even then doubtful ...
the loss of that suit would not be a gain to my adversaries, but irretrievable ruin to me." Donors: Mr. C. J. Cambre, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C.
Coxe, Jr., and Mrs. Jane C. Davis.
Two manuscript volumes, 1828-1836 and undated, of David Tillotson
Rainwater (1810-1866) consist of a ciphering book, 1828-1836, containing
various mathematical exercises as well as lists of personal expenditures
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and promissory notes given and received; scattered genealogical information; original poetry, chiefly of a religious nature; and an undated
psalm book including both words and music of early nineteenth-century
hymns. The ciphering book also contains a copy of a letter, 11 January
1835, from David T. Rainwater, clerk of Lebanon Baptist Church, "To our
sister Church at New hope," agreeing "to sit with you in Conference for
our own Christian fellowship." Donor: The Hon. Thomas E. Smith, Jr.
Letter, 19 October 1841, of Albert Moore Rhett (1810-1843), Grahamville, to his brother Robert Barnwell Rhett, Washington, D. C., notes his
desire to succeed his brother in office and comments upon state and
national politics, particularly the 1844 presidential election - "I predict
the nomination of Mr. Van Buren to the exclusion of Mr. Calhoun .. . Mr.
Calhoun should quit public life. He is too old to remain where he is with
dignity." Donors: Gen. & Mrs. Harry M. Arthur, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert
M. Hucks, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Hull, and Mr. & Mrs. Derial
Jackson.
Ten manuscripts, 1924-1936 and undated, of John Gardiner Richards
(1864-1941) consist of letters to his daughter Virginia Richards Sauls
and granddaughter Virginia Sauls Threatt; genealogical charts; and a
brief autobiographical sketch, 23 November 1936, prepared for his family, which includes an account of his having been saved by a family slave
from a Yankee bayonet - "she was standing at the front gate of the
Parsonage where we then lived holding me the baby in her arms,
watching the Yankees march by when one of them rode up to her & said,
'Throw that damned young Johnny Reh down so that I may run my
bayonet through him. This she indignantly refused to do. So I am still
alive to tell the story.'" Donors: Mrs. Virginia Richards Sauls and
Mrs. Virginia Sauls Threatt.
Manuscript, 31 August 1903, Columbia, marriage certificate of photographer Richard Samuel Roberts and Wilhelmina P. Williams. Donors: Mrs. Wilhelmina Roberts Wynn, Mr. Gerald E. Roberts, Mr.
Beverly N. Roberts, and Mr. Cornelius C. Roberts.
Letter, 15 February 1871, of the Hon. R[obert] K[ingston] Scott
(1826-1900), Columbia, to the Hon. O[liver] [Hazard] P[erry] [Throck]
Morton (1823-1877), U.S. Senator from Indiana, introduces "my friend
Na than Appleton, Esq. of Boston .. . the owner of a large property in this
State"; suggests that Appleton, who had recently visited South Carolina,
"will be able to give you some intelligence as to our political condition
and prospects"; and begs on Appleton's behalf "those attentions and
civilities, which none know better how to bestow than yourself." Donors:
Mr. & Mrs. Harby Moses and Mr. & Mrs. W. Benton Pipkin.
Letter, 2 April 1863, of Secretary of War James Alexander Seddon
(1815-1880), Richmond, Va., to Senator Louis Trezevant Wigfall of Texas,
informs Wigfall that a vacancy in "the military Court in Genl. Beauregard's Department . . . must be filled from another State - Florida
preferably." Wigfall had written Seddon earlier to propose Gen. James
Simons (1813-1879) for the position. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. H.F. Byrne,
Mr. & Mrs. C. Poinsett Exum, Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin M. Gimarc, Dr.
& Mrs. James Hardwicke, and Miss Margaret Anne Lane.
41

One hundred ninety-nine nianuscr:ipts, 1918, 1942-1982, of Gadsden
Edwards Shand, Jr. (b. 1898), document his career in government (especially with the War Production Board, 1943-1945, and the Small Business Administration, 1953-1965) and his vital and vocal interest in major
public issues of the day, including interracial cooperation and civil
rights, the banning of nuclear testing and the disposal of nuclear waste,
the state of the economy, and efficiency and competence in government.
Of special local interest from this descendant of the family which gave
its name to the section of Columbia known as "Shandon" is an account, 30
April 1977, "Random Notes about myself and family." Donors: Mr. &
Mrs. Gadsden E. Shand, Jr.
Twelve manuscripts, 1944-1945, of Gertrude McLaurin Shaw, consist
chiefly of letters concerning the fate and circumstances of Presbyterian
missionary friends and colleagues interned in Japanese prison camps in
the Philippines during World War II. Principal correspondent is Ruth
Swanson, who writes of her rescue on 24 February 1945 from the Los
Banos internment camp forty-five miles southeast of Manila, and speaks
of conditions, experiences, and needs in the Philippines immediately
following liberation. In a letter of 15 March 1945 Miss Swanson writes
Mrs. Shaw, Charleston - "No doubt, you read in the papers of our
marvellous escape from our former camp, - L/ B. If I live to be 150, I'll
not forget that day - 3 weeks ago; tomorrow. I had celebrated my 26th
anniversary in the P. I., the day before . ... Most of our folks are planning
to go home exceptFreis, J. Bousman, and me. I may be foolish, but/think
this is the time our Filipino friends need us, most." Donor: Mrs.
Gertrude McLaurin Shaw.
Letter, 24 December 1847, of William Gilmore Simms, Woodlands, to
Messrs. Lindsey & Blakiston, Publishers, Philadelphia, thanks them for
review copies of their publications and inquires whether they would be
interested in publishing his proposed memoirs of Henry and John Laurens - "chiefly prepared from the corresponence of the parties & that of
their contemporaries, for which the material is very ample ... the
originals of which are all in my possession." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. F.
Edward Hinnant, Lt. Gen. & Mrs. Harris W. Hollis, Dr. & Mrs.
Charles Holmes, Mr. & Mrs. J. G. Holmes, Dr. & Mrs. C. Warren
Irvin, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Alva M. Lumpkin, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard
Manning, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew B. Marion, and Mr. & Mrs. Ernest B.
Meynard.
Letter, 1 September 1867, of W[illiam] Gilmore Simms (1806-1870),
Yonkers, [N. Y.], to Eugene L[emoine] Didier (1834-1913), [Baltimore],
concerns the latter's overtures to Simms on behalf of his weekly literary
journal, Southern Society. In response to Didier's salary offer, Simms
writes - "My usual rule is to write nothing for less than $50 in the way of
prose contributions & $25 for poetry, whether the article be short or long
... I need not say to you that it is easier to continue writing, on one
subject, whether in tales or novels or sketches, than to shift from essays
to editorials, critical articles &c. making a miscellaneous department of
editorial. Two columns of this sort of material would be quite equal to 4
or 5 columns on a regular novel. If I were to undertake to do this
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miscellaneous work for your journal, it would take no small amount of
laborious thought, even to find the subjects for 2 or 3 columns of
miscellany. The subjects should be various, and the matter of buoyant,
lively and popular character. It should also be of the day, and correspond
with its moral atmosphere. It should pass from grave to gay, from lively
to severe, be playful, humourous, witty & thoughtful. I should be unwilling to undertake such a department, which would pretty well consume
the whole week's labour at the desk - if done well - for such small
compensation as you suggest. $50 now a days is hardly equal to $25 of 5
years ago. For a swift essay which can be written in 3 days, I can
command from $50 to $100 ... and I have applications just now from 3 or
4 magazines for just this sort of material. As I always do more than I
promise, & never sti:r:it, in quantity at least, I should find such an
engagement very unprofitable." Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Jack S. Graybill,
Dr. & Mrs. A. V. Huff, Jr., and Mrs. Caroline C. Sherrill.
Letter, 23February1796, of J[ames] Simons (1761-1815), Charleston,
to U. S. Senator [Jacob] Read (1752-1816) discusses Simons' opposition to
the commercial considerations of the Jay Treaty, his enthusiastic support of President Washington, and his condemnation of those critical of
Washington. Regarding the public controversy over the treaty, Simons
writes - "I pray God that there may be a favorable issue to the existing
differences between America & Britain - and that civil discord among
ourselves may not be the end of too great submission on the part of
Government. Whether the Treaty can be carried into execution or not, is
with me a doubtful point ... if the British persevere in committing
depredations on our Commerce ... and the affections of the people is the
only force on which Government can rely, and that ought to be Critically
regarded; and each link, of the federal chain, ought to be most scrupulously preserved." Donors: Dr. & Mrs. Porter G. Barron, Mr. &
Mrs. Henry H. Edens, and Dr. & Mrs. Robert S. Lambert.
Printed broadside, 14 May 1853, "The Thirty-Fifth Anniversary of
the South Carolina Sunday-School Union," program of the day's events
listing the addresses given by members. Donor: Mrs. Harmon W.
Caldwell.
Manuscript, 21 October 1863, of the 21st Regiment, South Carolina
Volunteers, return of companies A through L, listing the names of
captains in command, date of organization, and number of men on roll,
bearing the notation - "Advanced Lines Jas. Island. Oct. 23/63." Donors: Mrs. Sharon R. Riggs and Mr. & Mrs. James Q. Seigler.
Manuscript volume, 1909-1921; of the South Carolina Division,
United Confederate Veterans, includes copies of both the state and
national organization's constitution and by-laws, programs, newspaper
clippings, minutes from annual reunions of the South Carolina Division,
correspondence, general and special orders, financial records, and tributes of respect to United Confederate Veterans leaders Zimmerman
Davis and Osborne L. Schumpert. Donor: Mr. Walter K. Lewis, Jr.
Three manuscripts and one photograph provide a glimpse into the
life and times of John Benjamin ("Bud") Washington (d. 1944), a well43

known black barber of Columbia and Georgetown. An 1896 marriage
certificate and a three-page biography compiled by Wilhelmina Roberts
Wynn document the tie between the Washington and Roberts families. A
letter from J.B. Washington, 16 March 1936, "To the Barber of 1986,"
was included in the Columbia Sesquicentennial capsule - "The depression is history the old landmarks are changed, you children of fifty years
hence have a new Columbia in appearance, in ways, and customs, but let
us hope the old Columbia spirit of progressiveness, of civic pride, of
interracial understanding and cooperation is still alive in your lives."
The photograph (1920s?) shows Washington in the uniform of the
Georgetown volunteer fire department. Donors: Mrs. Wilhelmina
Roberts Wynn, Mr. Gerald E. Roberts, Mr. Beverly N. Roberts, and
Mr. Cornelius C. Roberts.
Eight manuscript volumes; 1841-1894, consist of the daybooks,
1841-1842, of an anonymous Abbeville merchant, and seven daybooks
and invoice books, 1868-1894, of the White Mercantile Company of
Abbeville. Donor: Dr. Lowry Ware.
Diary, 1923-1929, of Sarah Dorcas Brown Whitesides (1850-1929), of
York County, contains periodic entries on family activities and finances;
visits of friends and relatives; and community events, including births,
marriages, and deaths. Donor: The Rev. John S. Land.
Thirty-nine manuscripts 1860, 1862-1864, and 1978, of Abram Hayne
Young (1840-1864) consist chiefly of Civil War letters written from
Virginia, Tennessee, and Georgia to his sister Mary Jany Young Boozer.
A native of Newberry District, Young entered Confederate service on 6
June 1861 and was ultimately promoted to the rank of third sergeant in
Company C, Third Regiment, Kershaw's Brigade. Young's letters provide information on troop movements, casualties, sickness in camp, and
the pressing need for additional food, clothing, blankets, and other
supplies. Although Young occasionally wrote of his desire to return
home on furlough, he was disturbed by the lack of determination on the
part of many Confederates. In a letter, 13 March [1864], he warned "the Yankees hear say that they want to kill and hang the last man from
S. Ca. I dont write this to disharte you but rather to encourage You to
bare it with fermnance . .. for we all of Carolina will be runt if Subjidigated. For their is plenty of men in the South now that is willing to whip
(us) So. Ca. back in the Union, but we are not near whiped if the men at
home and in Congrees would doo their part." The collection also includes
rosters of Company C, ca. 2 December 1863 and ca. 1863; a list of killed
and wounded at the Battle of Malvern Hill, 3 July 1863; and an unbound
diary, 20 March 1862-28 August 1863, with notations on troop movements and encampments. Abram Hayne Young died of wounds sustained
in the Battle of the Wilderness, 6 May 1864. Donor: Mrs. Dorothy
Wheeler Wiegard.
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Anderson Gazette, 26 November and 3 December 1851 issues. Donor:
Mr. Jerry Thomson.
The Rev. William Barlow, Considerations on the Employment of the
Press, as a Means of Diffusing the Principles of the Church. With the
Plan of a Society, and the Draft of a Proposed Constitution Adapted to
That Object, Charleston, 1826. Donor: Floride Cuningham Burney
Memorial Fund.
E. & G. W. Blunt, Chart of the Eastern Coast of the United States from
Cape Fear to St. Augustine, with large inset map of Charleston Harbor,
New York, 1842. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Austin, Jr., Mr. & Mrs.
Lawson Hayes, Mr. & Mrs. Miles Loadholt, Mr. Arthur S. Lynn, Mr.
& Mrs. Clarke W. McCants, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. G. Raymond McElveen,
Jr., and Mr. & Mrs. G. E. McGrew.
F. M. Britton, Pentecostal Truth: or Sermons on Regeneration, Sanctification, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Divine Healing, the Second
Coming of Jesus ... , Royston, Ga., 1919. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. James L.
Mitchell.
Kate Waller Chambers, Chronicles of a Worthwhile.Family: Chambers-Stout, New York, 1919. Donor: Mrs. Susanne Gay Linville.
Map of Charleston and Adjacent Country, engraved for J. Melish's
Description of the United States, 1796. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Emerson B.
Read.
Chester News, 12 issues, 1924. Donors: Mrs. Rosa Baskin Strait
Guess, Mr. W. F. Guess, and Mr. & Mrs. Edwin S. James.
"Citizen," The Charleston and Savannah Railroad Company, Charleston, 1868. Donors: Dr. & Mrs. Charles R. Anderson.
Octavus Roy Cohen, Assorted Chocolates, New York, 1922. Donor: Mrs.
L. Gregory Pearce.
Octavus Roy Cohen, Detours, Boston, 1927. Donor: Dr. John J. Duffy.
Octavus Roy Cohen, Polished Ebony, New York, 1923. Donor: Dr.
Mailande C. Sledge.
Octavus Roy Cohen, Transient Lady, New York, 1934. Donor: Dr.
John J. Duffy.
Comet (Booker T. Washington High School), vol. 9(June1936). Donor:
Mr. Joseph E. Ruff.
Constitution and By-Laws of Storeville Division, Number 29, Sons of
Temperance, at Storeville, Anderson District, S. C., Anderson, 1849. Donor: Mr. Jerry Thomson.
James Conquest Cross, An Oration Delivered Before the Chamberlain
Philosophical and Literary Society of Centre College, on the 4th of July,
45

1836, Danville, Ky., 1836. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. F. Ashton Cribbs, Ill and
Mr & Mrs. James V. Dunbar, Jr.
Daily Southern Guardian (Columbia), 30 January 1864 issue. Donor:
Mr. Jerry Thomson.
James Achille de Caradeuc, Memoirs of the de Caradeuc Family ...
With a Tribute by Thomas della Torre, Savannah, 1931 (No. 9 of 30
copies). Donors: Miss Betty E. Callaham, Mr. & Mrs. William
Creasman, Dr. & Mrs. Alexander G. Donald, Mr. & Mrs. Julian
Hennig, and Dr. & Mrs. Tom E. Terrill . .
A Description of the Buildings and Grounds of the Rural Schools for
Negroes in Greenville County, Greenville, 1936. Donor: Mr. Tom
Cowan.
Charles Desilver, A New Map of South Carolina, With Its Canals,
Roads & Distances from place to place along stage & steam boat routes,
Philadelphia, 1856. Donors: Mrs. George R. Rembert, Col. Franklin
A. Spearman, and Judge & Mrs. J.P. Anderson. ·
Due West Weekly, 179 issues, 1949-1956. Donor: Dr. Lowry Ware.
Edgefield Baptist Association, Minutes of the Eighty-Sixth Annual
Session ... Held with the Antioch Baptist Church, Edgefield County,
S. C., September 6-8, 1893, Greenville, 1893. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Cosmo Walker.
Peter Edwards, Candid Reasons for Renouncing the Principles of
Antipaedobaptism ... , Charleston, 1804. Donor: Mrs. Susanne Heath
McCoy.
Joseph Eros (comp.), Eros' Album Writer's Friend. A Choice Selection
of Poetry and Prose, Suitable for Writing in Autographs and Valentines,
Orangeburg, 1886. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. W.W. Bruner.
First Annual Catalogue of the Edgefield County Young Men's Christian Association Training School, Edgefield and Batesburg, S. C., With
Prospectus for 1893-4, Edgefield, 1893. Donors: Mr. Harry C. Carter
and Mrs. Archie Bethea Grayson Memorial Funds.
First Bancshares Corporation of South Carolina, Annual Report ... ,
1933-1983. Donor: Mr. W.W. Bruner.
Nick Aaron Ford, The Contemporary Negro Novel: A Study in Race
Relations, Boston, 1936. Donor: Mrs. Ola M. Ford.
Nick Aaron Ford, Seeking a Newer World: Memoirs of a Black American Teacher, Great Neck, N. Y., 1983. Donor: Mrs. Ola M. Ford.
Nick Aaron Ford, Songs from the Dark, Boston, 1940. Donor: Mrs. Ola
M. Ford.
William Goodell, The American Slave Code in Theory and Practice; Its
Distinctive Features Shown by Its Statutes, Judicial Decisions, & Illustrative Facts, London, [1853]. Donors: Dr. J.M. Lesesne, Jr., Mr. &
Mrs. J. Clyde Mixon, Mr. & Mrs. James B. Murphy, Jr., Mr. & Mrs.
Edward E. Poliakoff, and Col. & Mrs. Lanning P. Risher.
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Greenville Agricultural & Mechanical Association, Rules, Regulations
and Schedule of Premiums of the First Grand Annual Fair ... , Greenville, 1873. Donors: Mrs. George C. Rogers and Mrs. A. Z. Wilson
Memorial Funds.
Greenville A~ricultural & Mechanical Association, Rules, Regulations
and Schedule of Premiums of the Fourth Grand Annual Fair . .. , Greenville, 1876. Donor: Mrs. George C. Rogers Memorial Fund.
I. E. Holmes, Speech of Hon. I. E. Holmes, of S. Carolina on the Texas
Boundary. Delivered in the House of Representatives, Tuesday, September 3, 1850, Washington, 1850. Donors: Floride Cuningham
Burney, Dr. M. G. Christopherson, Mrs. W. D. Caughman, and Mrs.
A. Z. Wilson Memorial Funds.
John Lake, The County Association of Young Men's Christian Associations, [Edgefield], 1892. Donors: Dr. & Mrs. Wade T. Batson.
Richard Lathers, South Carolina. Her Wrongs and the Remedy. Remarks ... Delivered at the Opening of the Taxpayers' Convention, in
Columbia, S. C., Tuesday, February 17th, 1874, Charleston, 1874. Donors: Mrs. Loire S. Grimes, Prof. Claude H. Neuffer, and Mr. Odell
Spires Memorial Funds.
McCrady Brothers & Cheves, Inc., Map of Charleston, S. C. and
Vicinity Showing Commercial & Industrial Developments, Charleston,
1915. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Guy Lipscomb, Jr.
Basil Manly and Basil Manly, Jr., The Baptist Psalmody: A Selection of
Hymns for the Worship of God, Charleston, 1851. Donor: Mrs. J. T.
Pearlstine.
Charles Olliffe, Scenes Americaines dix-huit mois dans le nouveau
monde (1850~1851), Paris, 1852. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Henry Barton, Mr.
& Mrs. Philo J. Caldwell, Mr. & Mrs. R. Markley Dennis, Mr. & Mrs.
Walter E. Hayden, and Mr. & Mrs. William Keenan, III.
The Pacific Guano Company: Its History; Its Products and Trade; Its
Relation to Agriculture, Cambridge, Mass., 1876. Donors: Dr. & Mrs.
Philip Racine.
Proceedings of the Meeting of the Georgetown Rifle Guard, At Steel's
Opera House, Georgetown, S. C., January 10, 1896. On the Occasion of the
Presentation of a Testimonial to Mr. Sol Emanuel, Charleston, 1896.
Donors: Mr. S. David Cartledge and Mrs. Sterling Graydon Memorial Funds.
Roll of Co. "L, "Orr's Regt. Rifles, S. C. V., McGowan's Brigade, Wilcox's
Division, A. P. Hill's Corps, Army of Northern Virginia. 1861-1865,
Anderson, 1903. Donor: Mr. Jerry Thomson.
Charles P. Russell, In Tenebris: A Poem, Delivered Before the Thirteenth Annual Convention of the Delta Psi Fraternity, at Columbia,
South Carolina, December 6, 1859, Columbia, 1860. Donors: Mr. Elmer
0. Parker and Mr. & Mrs. Austin Sheheen.
St. Joseph's Academy, Sumter, S. C. St. Joseph's Academy for Young
Ladies ... Conducted by the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, 1897-1898,
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Sumter, 1898. Donors: Mrs. Myrtis Corey and Mrs. Ida Elizabeth
Saunders Memorial Funds.
Sea-IslandNews(Beaufort), 15November1884, 13 June and 17 October
1885. Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Frederik B. Christensen.
South-Carolina Institute, FifthAnnualFair. Catalogue of the Articles
on Exhibition ... April, 1855, Charleston, 1855. Donor: Mrs. A. Z.
Wilson Memorial Fund.
Southern Railway Company, Hunting & Fishing in the South. A book
descriptive of the Best Localities in the South for various kinds of Game
and Fish, Washington, 1904. Donor: Mrs. Dorothy C. Johnson.
Southern Railway Company, Summerville, S. C., The Charming Tourist Village 'In the Pines' on the Southern Railway, n.p., 1905. Donors: Mr.
& Mrs. James L. Mitchell.
"This Man Brown" Edgar A. Brown, Candidate for the United States
Senate, n.p., 1938. Donors: Miss Bettie Richards, Miss Margarette
Richards, Mrs. Morgan Sauls, Sr., Mrs. Chester Francis, and Mrs.
John McCaskill.
·
Thursday Study Club, Spartanburg, Yearbook, 1930-31 - 1985-86 (55
issues). Donors: Mr. & Mrs. Cha:i;les N. Gignilliat.
C. Irvine Walker, Historic Charleston: Colonial, Revolutionary and
Corifederate, Charleston, 1927. Donor: Floride Cuningham Burney
Memorial Fund.
Samuel M. Wolfe, Helper's Impending Crisis Dissected, Philadelphia,
1860. Presentation copy to Gov. Francis W. Pickens. Donors: Miss
Lucille Roberts, Mrs. Thomas K. Ruff, Mr. & Mrs. Julian B. Shand,
and Mr. Carl R. Steen.
PICTORIAL SOUTH CAROLINIANA

Photograph, 25 March 1923, of The Billy Sunday Tabernacle Colored
Chorus Choir. Donor: Mr. C. Bruce Bailey.
Two photographs, ca. 1920s, of Columbia: The State Company building on Main St. and the Arcade Building on Main St. Donor: Mr. Doug
0. Keisler.
Album, ca. 1914-1918, containing twenty-one picture post cards of the
United States Naval Training Camp, Charleston. Donors: Dr. & Mrs.
William W. Burns.
Photograph, undated, of the Camden home of William McCreight
Shannon (1822-1880). Donors: Mr. & Mrs. C. Poinsett Exum.
Photograph, ca. 1900, of the State House, Columbia. Donor: Mrs.
John M. McMahon.
Three items, 1985, of U.S.C. faculty member Harry Hansen: original
watercolor, pen-and-ink sketch, and final color print of his rendering of
the College of Business Administration's Francis M. Hipp and H. W.
Close buildings. Donor: Prof. Harry Hansen.
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Two prints, 1985, plates number 561 and 567, Military Uniforms in
America, Company of Military Historians: South Carolina Provincial
Regiment (Middleton's), 1760-1761; and 1st Battalion, 4th Regiment of
Field Artillery (Mountain), Mexico, 1916. Donor: Capt. Fitzhugh
McMaster.
Twenty-one photographs belonging to Columbia mortician Willis C.
Johnson (1892-1969) depict himself and various members of his family
(mother, grandmother, and brothers); the funeral home which he operated for many years at the corner of Washington and Park streets; and
Ladson Presbyterian Church, of which his father, the Rev. Mack G.
Johnson, had been pastor (1876-1921). Also included are group portraits
of the Allen University Class of 1892 and of the Colored Funeral Directors and Embalmers Association of South Carolina (1944); a candid
picture of singer Paul Robeson greeting Johnson in Columbia, 1946; and
five original sepia prints by photographer Richard S. Roberts. Donor:
Mrs. Minnie W. Johnson.
Two photographs, 1953 and undated, of the lobby of Columbia's
Palmetto Theatre, which opened in 1937; and a theatre managers' party
at the Jefferson Hotel, 1953. Donor: Mr. M. Samuel Suggs.
Six photographs, 1908, of Clemson Agricultural College cadets: Marion Jacob Funchess, W. M. Lunn, William McLure Rosborough, M. L.
Sandifer, George Warren, and William N. Wells. Donor: Mr. Henry G.
Fulmer.
Mezzo-tint engraving, July 1850, from Godey 's Lady's Book: "The
Warning at Green Spring" depicting the courage and patriotism of Mrs.
Dillard . . . in Spartanburg District, at the Green Spring, near Berwick's
Iron Works," during the Revolutionary War. Donors: Dr. Jean B.
LaBorde, Jr. and Mr. Steve Matthews.
Three photographs, ca. 1921, of Citadel cadets engaged in various
activities. Donors: Dr. & Mrs. Walter B. Edgar.
Other gifts of South Caroliniana were made to the Library by the
following members: Miss Clara Albergotti, Mrs. Keller H. Barron, Ms.
Peggy Clark, Mr. Robert Crowder, Mrs. James McBride Dabbs, Prof. Guy
Davenport, Mr. Edwin H. Davis, Dr. Chalmers G. Davidson, Mrs. Jules
deLaunay, Mrs. May Belser Douglass, Miss Donna Drake, Dr. Percival
Everett, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, V, Mr. Samuel Ravenel Gaillard, Mr.
Augustus T. Graydon, Mr. George B. Hartness, Mr. Herbert J . Hartsook,
Mr. Pete Hipps, Mr. Brent H. Holcomb, Dr. Daniel W. Hollis, Mr. Rhett
Jackson, Mr. Paul Jeter, Dr. Thomas L. Johnson, Dr. Lewis P. Jones, Mrs.
Caroline Legare Judson, Dr. James E. Kibler, Mrs. Catherine Kimrey,
Dr. Charles Kovacik, Mr. William Hall Lander, Miss Margaret Anne
Lane, Mr. Donald Law, Dr. John Leith, Mrs. Margaret Graham Kranking, Mrs. Rita Horton McDavid, Mr. Ian Mcintyre, Mr. David McQuillan,
Mrs. Neil Macaulay, Mr. Harold S. Maness, Mr. Bill Martin, Mr. Samuel
B. Mendenhall, Dr. James B. Meriwether, Mrs. R. Hilliard Miller, Mr.
Fred Monk, Mr. Alex Moore, Dr. John H. Moore, Mr. Otto Neals, Mrs.
William Lawrence Norton, Dr. Robert D. Ochs, Miss Ruby Ott, Miss
Hanna Pearlstine, Mrs. J. T. Pearlstine, Dr. Kenneth E. Peters, Mr. &
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Mrs. Arthur Prysock, Miss Adelaine Rainey, Dr. David D. Rembert, Jr.,
Miss Julia Reynolds, Ms. Marian Rhame, Miss Jean Rhyne, Mrs. Eleanor
Richardson, Mr. & Mrs. W. Frederic Robinson, Mrs. Ilene B. Rowe, Mr.
Joseph E. Ruff, Mr. Edwin R. Russell, Miss Anna Wells Rutledge, Prof. J.
Boyd Saunders, Mr. Bill Schmidt, Dr. Ed Sharp, Mrs. Modjeska M.
Simkins, Dr. Robert Simpson, Dr. Fenelon De Vere Smith, Mr. Geddeth
Smith, Mr. Patrick C. Smith, Miss Foy Stevenson, Miss Lalla Stevenson,
Mr. Allen Stokes, Dr. Rodger Stroup, Mr. Harvey S. Teal, Mr. Charles E.
Thomas, Mr. George F. Townes, Mr. Jerrold A. Watson, Dr. Clyde N.
Wilson, Mr. W. L. Wooten, Mr. William D. Workman, Jr., and Mrs. Alice
Spearman Wright.
Life Memberships and other contributions to the Society's Endowment Fund were received from Mr. & Mrs. J. Macfie Anderson, The Rev.
& Mrs. McKay Brabham, Jr., Mr. William Byrd, Dr. Serena R. Clark, Mrs.
Joseph E. Dixon, Mr. & Mrs. M.A. Fields, Mrs. Mary Finlay, Mr. & Mrs.
William Gregg, Mr. Hubert Gunter, Mrs. Maude Dabbs Haas, Mr. Frederick C. Holder, Dr. Daniel W. Hollis, Mr. & Mrs. John E. Jones, Mr. Lane
Kirkland, Mrs. Marshall G. Ligon, Mr. Steve A. Matthews, Mr. Philip S.
May, Mr. J. Laurens Mills, Mr. J. Roy Pennell, Jr., Miss Melba Shealy,
Mrs. Caroline C. Sherrill, Mr. Huger Sinkler, Mrs. Jean Slider, Mr. &
Mrs. Patrick C. Smith, Dr. & Mrs. S. Terrell Smith, Mrs. H. Talcott Stith,
Jr., Mr. Harvey S. Teal, Mr. BradiSh J . Waring, The Estate of Louise
Watson, and Miss Joanne Woodward.
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY
(L) Life Member
(S) Sustaining Member
Alexander, Lt. Sarah R....... . . New York, NY Derthick, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence G., Jr. Sumter
Allen, Mr. Clay ... ... ............... . .. Cayce Dial, Mrs. Gertrude B. . ...... . .... . . Columbia
Amidon, Mr. & Mrs. Roger L. (S) ..... Columbia Dial, Mrs. J. Donald .. . : ... . ......... Columbia
Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. J. Macfie, Jr. (L) Columbia Doar, Mr. & Mrs. T. S., Jr . . ............ Sumter
Anderson, Mr. Steven Richard .. . . . .. Columbia Dowtin, Ms. Maude C... .. ........ . .. Columbia
Armstrong, Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. (S) ..... Irmo Drago, Dr. & Mrs. Edmund L.. . .. Mt. Pleasant
Avery, Mr. & Mrs. Michael V....... Winnsboro Drake, Miss Donna . . . . . . ....... New York, NY
Ayers, Dr. & Mrs. E. Glenn . . . . . ..... .. Sumter Durham, Mr. Richard F .............. Columbia
Bailey, Mr. C. Bruce . . ............... Columbia Edmunds, Mrs. Blake B., Jr .. ... . .... Columbia
Baker, Mr. & Mrs. Charles E... . ..... Columbia Edmunds, Dr. John B., Jr...... . .. Spartanburg
Bates, Dr. & Mrs. William W., Jr. Liberty Hill Ehni, Mrs. Frederick M..... . . . . . . . . Charleston
Baughman, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald C. .. .. Columbia Ellis, Mrs. Mary Leith ............ Decatur, GA
Beatty, Mrs. Janice M............ W. Columbia Ellison, Mr. Morris A. . ............ Charleston .
Beaver, Miss Catherine ......... . .. Charleston Evans, Mrs. Estelle R. .. ... .... ... . .... Elloree
Beehner, Mrs. Doris L. . .... . ....... Naples, FL Fabyan, Mrs. Marshal, Jr ... . . Manchester, MA
Bell, Judge Randall T. (S) ........... Columbia Farrar, Dr. William B. .. . . . . . .. . .. . . Columbia
Bellinger, Mrs. W. Cotesworth P .... Charleston Farrell, Mr. & Mrs. Wilson W. . ..... Lexington
Blakeslee, Mr. & Mrs. John F., Jr. (S) Hilton Head Farrow, Mrs. Ashby ..... . .. . ... . .. Charleston
Blythe, Mrs. Lauriston H ............ Greenville Felkel, Mr. Derrill S............ . .. . . Columbia
Bodie, Mr. & Mrs. James E., Sr.... ... ... Aiken Fields, Mr. & Mrs. M. A. (S) .. .. Hollywood, FL
Boice, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel ............ Columbia Fienning, Mr. & Mrs. Charles E..... . .. Sumter
Boykin, Mrs. Bessie H. . .... ... .. .. .. Columbia Fishburne, Mr. & Mrs. Henry G. (S) .... Sumter
Boyle, Mr. & Mrs. William B. . . . . .. .. . '. Sumter Fisher, Mrs. George ... ... . ... . .... . . Columbia
Breibart, Mr. Solomon . .. .. ........ Charleston Ford, Mrs. Ola M. (L) . . ... . .... Baltimore, MD
Brewer, Mrs. Donald .. . ........ Pawleys Island Fortson, Mr. & Mrs. T. Nelson (S) .... Columbia
Brooks, Dr. & Mrs. A. E....... . ...... Columbia ·Francis, Mrs. Chester (L) . . .... Tallahassee, FL
Brown, Mr. Isaac C., Sr.. . .. . . . .... . . Columbia Fryga, Miss Elizabeth ...... . ....... . Columbia
Brown, Mrs. McCutchen ... .. . . . .. . . Charleston Gallman, Dr. & Mrs. Burnette . . . .... Columbia
Brown, Mrs. Ruth E.......... . . .. . . . Columbia Garrison, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin ... .. .. Blythewood
Brown, Mrs. William Carroll, Jr. (S) . ... Belton Gergel, Mr. & Mrs. Richard M.. . ..... Columbia
Buchanan, Mr. & Mrs. Jack .. . . .... . . .. Sumter Gilchrist, Mrs. Jane F . . . . . .... . . . .. Charleston
Bunting, Mrs. Frederick H .... . . . .. . Charleston Gordon, Col. & Mrs. William P., Jr . . ... Gaffney
Burkette, Mrs. James Alva ....... . . Charleston Gramling, Mr. & Mrs. Alfred S..... Orangeburg
Buyck, Mr. & Mrs. Mark W., Jr .. . ..... Florence Green, Mrs. Ann .... .. .. . . . ....... Charleston
Byrd, Mr. Wilkins (L) . .. . . ...... . ...... Aiken Gregg, Mr. & Mrs. William M. (L) .... Columbia
Calvert, Dr. & Mrs. Guy, Jr. (S) ..... Lexington Guess, Mrs. Rosa B. S. (L) . .. ... . .... Rock Hill
Carson, Mrs. Craig ...... . ........... Columbia Guess, Mr. W. F. (L) ... . ...... . Baltimore, MD
Carter, Dr. & Mrs. John D. . ......... Columbia Gunter, Mr. Hubert F. (L) .... . ... . .. Columbia
Cathcart, Mr. & Mrs. Robert S., Jr. Charleston Haas, Mrs. Maude Dabbs (L) ... .. Valhalla, NY
Chalmers, Mr. & Mrs. John A....... Charleston Hammett, Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. . . Spartanburg
Chandler, Mr. Andrew W...... . ..... Columbia Hare, Col. & Mrs. John F ..... . ...... Columbia
Christopher, Mrs. Jeannette M.. . ... . . . Carlisle Harris, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph . .. . . ......... Aiken
Clark, Mr. J. Owen, Jr . . . . ... . . . . . .... Johnston Hay, Mrs. Eugene Gordon .. . . . ..... Charleston
Clark, Dr. Serena R. (L) .... . . . .... . . Columbia Hayes, Mr. & Mrs. Jim ... . ....... James Island
Cochran, Mrs. Albert L. . ... . .. .. .... Columbia Hayward, Mr. Barton M. . . ...... New York, NY
Cook, Mr. & Mrs. James R. .. . ..... Orangeburg Hill, Mr. & Mrs. Max L., Jr. . ..... . .. Columbia
Copeland, Miss Beaufort B. . . . ..... . . . Laurens Hine, Dr. William C. (S) ..... . .... Orangeburg
Corley, Dr. & Mrs. Charles, III ...... . Columbia Holder, Mr. Frederick C. (L) ........... Pickens
Cothran, Mr. Samuel A. (L) ......... . . . . Aiken Holmes, Mr. & Mrs. Baron, III (S) .. Charleston
Covin, Mr. Walker .. .... . ......... . . Columbia Huguenin, Mrs. Thomas A............. . Huger
Cowan, Mr. Tom . .... .. .. . .......... Columbia Hutcheson, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Charleston
Crenshaw, Mr. & Mrs. E. Dixon, Jr. Spartanburg Hutchinson, Mrs. Grace Allan (L) Summerville
Crowder, Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. (L) Mt. Pleasant Hutson, Mrs. William Elliott ....... Charleston
Cupp, Dr. & Mrs. C. M. (S) .. . ...... Charleston Irwin, Mrs. Anne N.... ... . ... . .. .. . . Denmark
Daniel, Miss Lucia . . ......... . ...... Columbia Ivester, Dr. & Mrs. J. Ray .......... Charleston
Daniell, Mrs. Elizabeth H. . ... . .... Charleston Johnson, Dr. & Mrs. C. Birnie ..... Orangeburg
Davies, Mr. & Mrs. William S., Jr. (S) Columbia Johnson, Mrs. Minnie W. (L) ... . ... . . Columbia
Davis, Dr. Marianna W. ... . ..... . .. . Columbia Kay, Drs. Carol and Donald . . .. . . . . . Columbia
Dawson, Mr. & Mrs. E. H. (S) ......... Chester Keith, Mr. & Mrs. H. H . . . .. . . . ...... . . Sumter
deLaunay, Mrs. Jules (L) ......... . ... England Keith, Mrs. James R. . .. . . . .. .. . . . . .. Anderson
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Kilgore, Mrs. Barbara N . . ... . .... Spartanburg
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